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1 ATTENDEES 1 (301pm)
2 Geen. Kelly 2 ANGELICA ROSE: Sogood afternoon. Thanks for
MeDonal d. - Meg 3 joining ustoday. My nameis AngelicaRose, and I'm the
419 89 4 Planning and Environmental Coordinator with the Bureau
5 Anaya, Carlos 5 of Land Management, Colorado River District Office, and
6 A”df”sf)”' J_ason 6 | will be moderating our meeting today.
7 Benjamin, Tiffany 7 1 would like to welcome you all to the Yuma
8 Blatchford, Andrew 8 Proving Ground, Highway 95 Addition Withdrawal, Draft
9 Bourque, Pierre 9 Legislative Environmental Impact Statement virtual
10 Briceno, Vanessa 10 public meeting.
11 Brown, Donnett 11 Well get started with the meeting in just a
12 Castro, Ray 12 minute or two as we're giving people time to come in and
13 Dilks, Steve 13 join us before we begin the presentation.
14 DiMno, Regina 14  So please keep your line muted by using *6 to
15 Farmer, Julie 15 mute the phone, or you can use the Mute button if you're
16 Finch, Mary Ellen 16 joining usvia Teams. Closed captioning is available
17 Han, Jessica 17 through the Teams platform. Please ask for assistance
18 Ittner, Lori 18 if you need help finding that feature. And if anyone
19 Martin, Antonio 19 needstechnica support from our team, please use the
20 Metts, Wlliam Patrick 20 Chat, raise your hand in Teams, or hit *5 now on your
21 Msselwhite, Kelly 21 phone.
22 Quellett, Mke 22 | would aso like to mention that the
23 Rider, Reed 23 presentation is available on the project website for
24 Rios, Antonia 24 those of you that are calling in or want to view later.
25 Rios, Kinberly 25 That website address is https://ypg-environmental .com/
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1 highway-95-land-withdrawal-leis/ 1 address. We will provide that information at the end of
2 | dsowantto let you know that we are 2 the presentation.
3 recording this meeting and to inform you of our standard 3 Andif you want your comments entered into the
4 privacy disclosure, which is, before you include your 4 official project record, they must be submitted in
5 address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal 5 writing through the project website, via e-mail, or mail
6 identifying information in your comment, please be aware | 6 to the addresses provided at the end of the
7 that your entire comment, including your personal 7 presentation.
8 information, may be made publicly available at any time. 8 Nextdlide, please.
9 Whileyou can ask usin your comment to withhold your 9  Allright. A little overview for today's
10 personal information from public review, we cannot 10 meeting. The Department of the Army, Y uma Proving
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guarantee we will be able to do so.

Next slide, please.

All right. | would like to go over afew of
our virtual meeting rules. And if you have any
questions or issues, please use the Chat box or press*5
on your phone.

If you're joining us online, we welcome your
guestions and comments throughout the meeting by using
the Chat box. We have ateam of specialists that will
be working to address any online questions we get. It
may take us a minute or two to provide aresponse, so
please be patient.

During the question-and-answer portion of the
meeting, we will address any questions and be available
to hear your comments for those online or those that

11
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Ground, or YPG, and the Bureau of Land Management, or
BLM, have prepared a draft Legidative Environmental
Impact Statement, or LEIS, for your review.
The purpose of today's meeting is for the Army
to solicit comments on the draft LEIS and to answer any
questions that you may have about the proposal. We will
have time to hear your questions and comments later in
the meeting during the question-and-answer portion.
And the government would also like you to know
that nothing stated in today's meeting constitutes a
promise and/or an agreement by any of the agencies.
Next dide, please.
Hereisour agenda. First, we're going to hear
from a couple specia guests. Then well have a
presentation with speakers from both the BLM and the

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP
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have joined viatelephone. At that time, if you wish to
make a comment and have joined on your computer, you can
click the Raise Hand tool in Teams. To raise your hand
on the computer, click the Raise Hand tool on the bottom
of your screen. To lower your hand, smply click the
hand again.

Please note that comments will only be
acknowledged during the comment period after the
presentation. Throughout the meeting, participants
phone lines and audio will be muted unless we call on
you after the presentation.

DAVID WETHERHOLT: | can't even -- | can't
adjust the volume at all. Oh.

ANGELICA ROSE: After -- are we okay? Okay.

After the presentation, we will open up the
meeting to hear your input. We will limit each speaker
to about two minutes to ensure that we have enough time
for everyone that may wish to comment. We do want to
hear from as many participants as possible, so please be
brief and know we may not be able to get to everyone
today.

The meeting will end today at 5:00 or earlier
if there aren't any more questions. If you're not able
to speak today, we will welcome your comments, written
comments through the project website or project e-mail

© 00N O WNP
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Army who will be presenting different aspects of the
project. The Army will show us the area requested for
withdrawal, and the BLM will explain what a withdrawal
isand how that process works.

Next, the Army will provide an overview of the
draft LEIS that has been prepared, show the schedule
milestones, and share next stepsin the process. Then
the Army will provide an overview of their operations,
explain why they are requesting this area, and discuss
several sections of the draft LEIS. These discussions
will include a presentation about alternatives analyzed
and provide a summary of the environmental impacts
analysis that is discussed in the document.

Then we will have a question-and-answer
session. And if you have questions during the
presentation at any time, please go ahead and type it
into the Chat, and our team of specialists will work to
answer it.

After presentations, we'll open the meeting to
hear your questions and comments about the project, and
we have representatives from both agencies available to
answer questions. We'll also let you know how to find
more information about the project and how to submit
written comments on the draft LEIS after the meeting.

If you run out of questions or comments, we may
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1 end the meeting early. 1 delivery testing is an important aspect of our work here
2 Next dide, please. 2 at YPG. Thedrop zones, instrumentation, and expertise
3  Sofromthe Army, we are joined by our Range 3 hereareoneof akind. And our testing supports not
4 Operations Director today, and from the BLM we will have | 4 only the Army, but also the Air Force, the Marine Corp,
5 the YumaField Office manager. 5 Navy, NASA, aswell as private industry and our alies.
6  Andso our first speaker | would like to 6 Thisproject will enhance that mission, and it's
7 welcomeis Omar Silva, the Range Operations Director for | 7 pursuant to Y PG's vision to continue being a global
8 Yuma Proving Ground. 8 leader in extreme natural environment testing.
9 OMAR SILVA: Héllo, Angelica. Thank you. 9  Sowith those thoughtsin mind, | would like
10 Thank you for the introduction. 10 to, you know, welcome your input to the analysis of the

Hello and welcome. Thank you for joining us.
Unfortunately, Colonel Nelson had to travel today, so he
sends hisregrets. And with that, he asked meto
provide the Y PG welcome on his behalf. I'll get right
into it.

Asmentioned, my nameis Omar Silva. | head
the range operations and training division at Yuma
Proving Ground. Glad to be here and look forward to the
dialogue regarding the draft L egislative Environmental
Impact Statement for the Highway 95 land withdrawal .

Y ou know, | was thinking about this
introduction. And, typically, the mission statement and
the vision statement of an organization are crafted and
published and then filed away, only referenced in

[En
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draft LEIS. Make sure we get this right and we do right
by why the Army's here and why Y PG is here and why we're
here.

So with that introduction, | would like to move
over to introduce Mr. Ray Castro, the BLM YumaField
manager.

Ray, over to you.

RAY CASTRO: Hello. Good afternoon, everyone.
Ray Castro, Field Manager for the Yuma Field Office.

| want to thank everyone for attending this
meeting. The BLM Yuma Field Office has worked closely
with Y PG staff over the various years over various land
uses and issues and appreciates the Army's dedication to
land stewardship.

25 pamphlets and websites later on. But | think this 25 TheBLM, Bureau of Land Management, is asmall
Page 10 Page 12
1 occasionisideal to highlight them. So | went and | 1 agency with abig mission. We manage and conserve
2 grabbed, and I'd like to start off by reading them off. 2 12 million acres of public land in Arizona. The BLM
3 Our YPG mission statement is as follows: 3 promotes multiple uses on public lands consistent with
4 Quote, Execute world premier, extreme natural 4 the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, or FLPMA.
5 environment testing that supports the delivery of 5  Our missionisthis. Through balanced
6 capabilitiesto the Army, Joint Service, and 6 management, we sustain the health, diversity, and
7 International Partner Warfighters, end quote. That's 7 productivity of public lands for the use and enjoyment
8 our mission statement. 8 of thisand future generations.
9  Our vision statement is. Quote, Global |eader 9 TheBLM YumaField Office manages 1.2 million
10 in extreme natural environments testing. 10 acresof public land in southwestern Arizona and
11 Sol think that these statements provide the 11 southeastern California. These lands are depicted on
12 why we are here and, more importantly, thewhy YPGis |12 yellow in thismap. Asyou can see, we have numerous
13 here. And so they provide, realy, our duty of always 13 private, state, and federal land neighbors next to
14 ensuring that we're ready to test maturing technologies 14 public land. One, of course, is'Yuma Proving Ground,
15 and evolving capabilities that the Army is pursuing, 15 depicted as pink, the horseshoe-shaped parcel on the
16 and, specifically to today's topic, the air delivery 16 map.
17 component of those capabilities. 17  For this meeting, BLM encourages you to
18  Sothat'swhy we're seeking this land 18 participate and submit comments on the analysis and the
19 withdrawal. We need additional safety buffer areato 19 draft LEIS.
20 safely test new systems and evolving technologiesunder |20 Next, Daniel Steward with YPG Environmental
21 themilitary air delivery capability portfolio. 21 Scienceswill be providing a summary of the draft LEIS.
22 (Audio disruption.) 22  DANIEL STEWARD: Thanks, Ray.
23  OMAR SILVA: Sorry. Isthere aquestion? 23 Sothismap isan overview of the requested
24 (Noresponse.) 24 withdrawal area. So the blue areain the center of the
25 OMAR SILVA: Okay. So, withthat, theair 25 map isthe requested withdrawal area, and the pink area
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1 isthe existing YPG boundary. So the green areaisthe 1 agencies consider the environmental impacts of our
2 KofaNational Wildlife Refuge, and light blue is State 2 actionsin the decision-making process.
3 of Arizonalands, and theyellow areaisthe BLM-managed | 3 So NEPA has a specific provision that agency
4 public lands. 4 recommendations or reports on proposals for legislation,
5  Sotherequested withdrawal areaislocated 5 likethis proposal to expand Y PG, it would include an
6 south of Quartzsite and north of Y uma along Highway 95 6 Environmental Impact Statement. So since Congressis
7 on BLM-managed lands. 7 eventually going to be the decision-maker, this has to
8 Nextdide. 8 beal egidative Environmental Impact Statement.
9 Sohereisacloser view where you can see 9  Sothisdraft document describes the impacts on
10 that, if it's approved by Congress, thiswould be 10 the environment of the requested withdrawal. It also

11
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approximately 22,000 acres that would add to the
existing 830,000 acres for the Y PG installation.

So Highway 95 would be our easterly boundary on
the requested withdrawal area, and it's located between
Mile Marker 74 and 91 along Highway 95.

So the orange-hashed area, you see a couple
little boxes in there and -- in the orange hashmarks.

In those areas, the State of Arizona owns the mineral
rights. So the subsurface in those parcelsis not
included within this -- the subsurface is not included
in that withdrawal request for those 800 acres.

The white areais honfederal land, and it's not
affected by the requested withdrawal.

Now | will hand it over to Mike Ouellett from
BLM to give us some additional information about the

NNMNNNNNRRRRERRRRRR
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examines alternatives to the proposed action. And since
Congress makes the decision, there would be no record of
decision, or ROD; but, rather, the final decision would
be incorporated into the National Defense Authorization
Act.

Next dide.

So the Army isthe lead agency in preparing the
Legidative EIS, and BLM isthe cooperating agency.

And the public is being invited to comment on
thisdraft LEIS. And we encourage participation from
the Native American tribes, federal, state, and local
governments, as well as members of the public.

The LEIS includes an evaluation of the proposed
action that's our requested withdrawal, as well as afew
aternatives.

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP
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withdrawal.

MIKE OUELLETT: Thanks, Daniel.

Good evening, everyone. | will discusswhat is
awithdrawal. A withdrawal meansthat, if approved, the
requested lands would no longer be subject to certain
laws that may allow a use or development that may
interfere with Y PG's need for a parachute air delivery
safety buffer, and it would mean that the lands would be
reserved by Congress for the Army's use.

The BLM processes withdrawal applications under
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act. As Ray
mentioned earlier, often referred to as FLPMA.

Since the request is for amilitary withdrawal
of more than 5,000 acres, the application will also be
processed in accordance with the 1958 Engle Act. Under
the Engle Act, only Congress can establish amilitary
withdrawal for awithdrawal request greater than 5,000
acres.

And now back to Daniel who will go over the
Army's LEIS process.

DANIEL STEWARD: Thanks, Mike.

So the Army has prepared a draft Legidative
Environmental |mpact Statement in compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA. NEPA isa
procedural statute intended to ensure that federal

© 00N O WNP
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Next dlide.

So amajor part of our role in this withdrawal
process was preparation of thisLEIS. Back in
September/October of 2022, we started this process by
publishing a notice of intent for preparing the LEIS,
and that started a public scoping period where we
gathered information on what values that we needed to be
considering in this analysis, and we took the comments
into account as we prepared this draft LEIS.

So the Army published the notice of
availability for the draft LEIS on March 1<t, and this
initiated a 45-day comment period, and that comment
period is going to run until April 15th. So this
comment period is an opportunity for folks to review the
draft LEIS and provide us comments. And substantive
comments will be reviewed and incorporated into the
final LEIS.

Thefinal LEISwill ultimately go into BLM's
casefile, along with the associated studies and reports
that would be eventually presented to Congress as part
of their decision-making process.

Next dide.

So this slide represents the LEIS process. And
we kind of colored in blue here some of the
opportunities for public participation. The first

ycr @yumacour tr eporter s.com
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1 opportunity was back in September of 2022. That was 1 Nextdide
2 when we had a 90-day public scoping period. Andthen-- | 2 Thisimage represents the current capability.
3 and now you can see, here we are, with thelittle, red 3 Hereisan example of how the safety buffer works for an
4 "Herewe are," from our notice of availability of the 4 air delivery test. Inthis scenario, two bundles are
5 draft LEIS. 5 dropped at thered dot. The guided parachute would
6  And soweregoing to take any comments that we 6 guide each package to Designation 1 that isthe green
7 receivein thisdraft and incorporate them into the 7 dot, and Designation 2 that is the blue dot, which are
8 final. Thefina LEIS and supporting records go to the 8 onthe existing drop zoneson YPG. Gray areas represent
9 BLM casefile and, eventually, gointo alegidative 9 existing drop zones.
10 package. We're anticipating sometime in 2026. 10  The surface safety zone isthe blue aqua
11 Nextdlide. 11 outlined circle which represents the total areathe
12 So NEPA requires that we consider arange of 12 payload could drift to an event of afailure or
13 dternatives. So the proposed action would withdraw 13 malfunction.
14 approximately 22,000 acres and reserve it for military 14  The surface safety zone, or SSZ, isan
15 purposes for an indefinite period. So this would be 15 exclusion area within which the range control will not
16 consistent with all the surrounding Y PG lands. 16 alow unauthorized peopleto enter. This SSZ must
17  Then, Alternative 1 would withdraw and reserve 17 remain within YPG controlled airspace, shown by the dark
18 these lands similar to the proposed action but for a 18 blueline, and land space to ensure that people are not
19 defined period, something like 25 years, so after which 19 inanareato be hit by afalling package.
20 the Army would have to renew that withdrawal if those 20  Thisscenario represents dropping a package
21 lands were still needed. 21 from above 25,000 feet. The equipment we are testing
22 Andthen we also have a no action alternative. 22 have much greater capability for dropping higher or
23 And under the no action alternative, there would be no 23 having longer glide distances. However, we are limited
24 additional withdrawal. And the reason for thisno 24 by the SSZ for how far or high we test.
25 action aternative is this allows the Army to compare 25 Next dlide.
Page 18 Page 20
1 all these alternatives to -- against an environmental 1  Thisimage shows the proposed action in the
2 baseline. 2 LEIS. With the additional safety buffer area provided
3 Now I'll hand things over to Carlosto explain 3 by the requested withdrawal, we can increase our
4 what the proposed action does for YPG's air delivery 4 dtitude and corresponding SSZ, represented here by the
5 testing. 5 larger circle.
6 CARLOSANAYA: Thank you, Daniel. 6  Inthisscenario, we're dropping an additional
7 My nameis Carlos Anaya, Branch Chief for Air 7 load from the red dot that would glide to the light blue
8 Delivery hereat YPG. 8 dot. The big, light blue circle shows the potential
9  Therequested withdrawal is needed as a safety 9 increasein SSZ. Thiswould alow for increasein
10 buffer for air delivery testing on YPG. Higher 10 precision air delivery testing and would allow higher
11 atitudes and offset distances from the targeted 11 altitude drops and longer glide distances from guided
12 location are needed for more complex testing scenarios 12 parachutes. It would also allow advanced testing such
13 inorder to test the full capabilities of the parachute 13 asmultiple release |oads.
14 systems. Y PG already has the drop zones and 14  Our current capability allows for drops from
15 infrastructure in place within existing Y PG boundaries. 15 about 25,000 feet. But with this additional land space,
16 But asweincreasein altitude and guidance capabilities 16 we could conduct drops from over 35,000 feet.
17 of parachutes, the surface safety zone increasesin 17  Itisimportant to note that the SSZ can move
18 size. 18 or shift based on the equipment being tested, direction
19  The additional safety buffer will allow for an 19 of flight, or even weather. All of thisistaken into
20 increasein precision air delivery testing. It will 20 account when planning atest because the SSZ must remain
21 allow higher altitude drops and longer glide distances 21 within YPG airspace and lands under Y PG control.
22 for guided parachutes. It would allow advanced testing 22  Thefigure hereisjust one example of atest
23 such as multiple release loads. Our current airdrop 23 scenario. Depending on the test, the SSZ could cover
24 altitude capability is about 25,000 feet. But with this 24 other portions of the expanded safety buffer gained by
25 additional land space, it would be over 35,000 feet. 25 thewithdrawal area.
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1  Backto Mr. Daniel Steward. 1 Chapter 3 of the LEIS provides the analysis of various
2 DANIEL STEWARD: Thanks, Carlos. 2 environmental elementsthat we discussed in this
3 Soasl stated earlier, NEPA requires that we 3 process. Theseinclude biological resources, cultural
4 consider arange of alternatives, from the proposed 4 resources, existing land use, recreation and public
5 action, al the way through the no action. 5 access, and socioeconomic values and environmental
6  Sothisproposed action isthe legidative 6 justice.
7 withdrawal of approximately 22,000 acresof land. These | 7  Soonething to keep in mind isthe Army abides
8 lands would be reserved for military purposes and the 8 by the same laws as BLM for resource protection such as
9 Army is proposing that the withdrawal be for an 9 the Endangered Species Act, National Historic
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indefinite period until there's no longer amilitary
need for theland. Thiswould match the current
withdrawal that we have here for Y PG.

While these lands are reserved for military
purposes, there can be other uses so long as they won't
interfere with our mission. For example, some public
use and tribal use would be allowed, following our
access procedures to get on the range, aslong asit
doesn't interfere with airdropping.

And certain BLM authorized uses can also be
allowed, such asthings like an underground fiberoptic
ling, aslong asit's not incompatible with our mission.

And, of course, any future actions are subject
to appropriate analysis and coordination and things such
as NEPA.

e
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Preservation Act, and NEPA. Under Army management,
there's afew additional requirements that would also
apply such asthe Sikes Act and Army Regulation 200-1
for environmental protection.

So Y PG would manage these lands in accordance
with Y PG specific management plans and standard
operating procedures. That would include, but not
limited to, YPG's Integrated Natural Resource Management
Plan, Integrated Culture Resources Management Plan. And
any future proposed actions to use these lands would be
subject to future NEPA analysis.

Next dlide.

So the map we're showing here is an overview of
our biological resources. And you can see here on this
map the vegetation communities that are within the

N NN DNDN
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would continue testing at our current altitudes, but we
would not be able to enhance our testing under that
alternative.

Next slide.

So asummary of our impact analysis. So

25  SoBLM would still have the administrative 25 requested withdrawal area. It's dominated by creosote,
Page 22 Page 24

1 authority under the Federa Land Policy and Management 1 intermixed with mesquite and other woodlands. Thisis
2 Act, or FLPMA, to authorize other uses on these landsin 2 the primary vegetation classification, which is shown in
3 consultation with the Army. And thisisreally 3 purple.
4 important because there's amajor utility corridor that 4 Inthe southwestern part of the withdrawal
5 runs along Highway 95 that BLM would still be -- have 5 area, there are some mountainous uplands mixed with palo
6 management authority over. 6 verde and cacti. The entire areais cut with numerous
7 Nextdide. 7 washesthat are really important features because they
8  So other alternatives that were analyzed 8 support increased vegetation and, thus, alot more
9 include Alternative 1, which would be awithdrawal for a 9 forage and areal good diversity of wildlife.

10 limited period such as 25 years. At the end of that 10 Thereare severa specia status species that

11 time, it would be subject to a possible term extension. 11 occur in and around the area, including Sonoran

12 Now, under that alternative, future extensions 12 pronghorns, Sonoran Desert tortoise, and Monarch

13 would require application by the Army and congressional |13 buitterfly.

14 approval. With the enduring nature of our test mission, 14  Wealso considered species of greatest

15 it'svery likely that we would need extensions for any 15 conservation need. They're identified in the Arizona

16 withdrawal. And this, of course, comes at acost in 16 Wildlife and Conservation Strategy, and also migratory

17 terms of funding, labor, and time. 17 birdsand BLM sensitive species. Discussion of all

18  Under the -- then under the no action 18 these different species with potential to occur can be

19 aternative, there would no withdrawal and the land 19 foundin Table 3-4inthe LEIS.

20 would remain under BLM management for publicuse. YPG |20  Sincethe areawould be used primarily asa

21
22
23
24
25

safety buffer, there would be no significant impacts to
biological resources. There could be some short-term
localized impacts if we have to go out and recover an
errant parachute load.

So the Army would be responsible for management
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1 of natural resources on these lands under our Integrated 1 YPG would take appropriate precautions while
2 Natural Resource Management Plan. 2 there's active SSZ's to ensure public safety for any
3  Nextdide 3 folks who may be traveling along that road, and it could
4 Andwell turn it over to Meg McDonad to 4 be things like manned barricades to allow people to pass
5 discuss cultural resources. 5 aong the road when it's safe to do so.
6 MEG McDONALD: Hi. I'm Meg McDonald, the 6  The Parker-Blaisdell utility corridor is shown
7 Cultural Resource Manager at Y PG. 7 onthe map to theright. It'sthe eastern half mile of
8  Andthe cultural resources section of the LEIS 8 theproject area. And it would remain under management
9 discusses management of historic properties within the 9 by the BLM, in coordination with the Army.
10 requested withdrawal area. 10  There'sno current mining activity, and there's
11 Historic properties are cultural resources that 11 low potential for any mineral resources on these lands.

are eligible for listing or listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. However, the Army also
treats cultural resources that have not been evaluated
for NRHP dligihility asif they are eligible for
listing. If the request to withdrawal is enacted by
Congress, transfer of management of the withdrawn land
from BLM to the Army would have no potential to affect
historic properties.

Under the proposed action, the project area
would remain in federal ownership and al cultural
resources would be subject to the same federal laws and
requirements, but the Army would be responsible for
their protection and management. The Army would manage

NNRPRPRRRRRPRPR
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There would be no significant impacts because it's
subject to valid existing rights, and BLM would retain
that administrative authority for the area and
coordinate with the Army for any future type of
authorizations that happen out there.

Next dlide.

So recreational opportunities are currently
availablein the withdrawal area aswell ason the
surrounding BLM lands. Existing recreational useis
minimal in the area except for hunting. Under the
proposed action, if Congress approves the requested
withdrawal, the project area would be managed under
Y PG's Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan.

25 cultural resourcesin compliance with federal laws, 25  Publicuse of YPG is prohibited unless
Page 26 Page 28
1 regulations, executive memoranda and orders, and DOD 1 expressly authorized. Recreational use would be
2 requirements as outlined in our Integrated Cultural 2 restricted because, as a safety buffer, that would
3 Resources Management Plan. 3 preclude most activity, including off-highway vehicles,
4  Federally recognized tribes affiliated with 4 because it would interfere with our air delivery testing
5 thisareaare consulted with in accordance with DOD and 5 schedules.
6 Army -- Department of the Army regulations and 6  There'snot alot of people that use the area
7 instructions regarding tribal consultation and 7 except for crossing through on Cibola Lake Road and for
8 additional guidance promulgated by the Advisory Council | 8 hunting. CibolaLake Road isa county road, and it's
9 on Historic Preservation and the Arizona State Historic 9 going to remain available.
10 Preservation Officer. 10 And Y PG would expand our current recreational
11 If therequest to withdrawal is enacted by 11 hunting permit system to cover the withdrawal area.
12 Congress, Y PG would incorporate the project areawithin |12 Public access and uses of the land would be managed in
13 YPG'scurrent tribal access palicy. 13 accordance with applicable Army regulations and
14  Andnext dlide. 14 procedures.
15 DANIEL STEWARD: Thanks, Meg. 15  Casual use by the public would not be allowed
16  Sofor existing land use, you can see on the 16 and access would only be granted to individuals who are
17 map on the left, there are six rights-of-ways on these 17 authorized through our range access procedures. And
18 lands. Some are for roads and some are for power lines. 18 because Cibola L ake Road would remain open and hunting
19 These are existing authorizations, and they would 19 would be authorized, impacts would be less than
20 continueto bein place. 20 significant.
21 Under the proposed action, future access would 21  Nextdide.
22 belimited asit would require coordination through 22  Sothe LEIS summarizes the socioeconomic
23 YPG'srange access procedures. It'simportant to note 23 characteristics of LaPaz and Y uma Counties and
24 that Cibola Lake Road is an existing public road and 24 representative communities within these counties.
25 would continue to be accessible by the public. 25  Three Native American communities located near
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1 YPG are dso included, including the Colorado River 1 And, remember, any questions submitted during
2 Indian Reservation, Fort Y uma Indian Reservation, and 2 the session are not considered an official public
3 Cocopah Indian Reservation. 3 comment. All public comments should be submitted in
4 Communities on the periphery of Y PG, including 4 writing to the Army through the contact information
5 those examined in this section, are directly and 5 provided at the end of this meeting.
6 indirectly affected by economic factors related to the 6  Next.
7 YPG and its operations. 7  Sol guess now we will open it up and see if
8  Soif Congress enacts the requested withdrawal, 8 anyone has any comments either on the phone or online.
9 testing of air delivery systems would be enhanced. This 9 | don't seeany questionsin the Chat.
10 increased capability would keep Y PG at the forefront of 10 And| don't see any hands raised.
11 military testing and would provide for continued 11 Butwell giveit afew minutes.
12 socioeconomic benefits as Y PG continuesto providejobs |12 I'm not seeing any hands, but | have one
13 and economic stimulation in the surrounding communities. |13 comment in the Chat.
14  But because we are enhancing existing testing, 14  Sothequestion thereis:
15 wedon't anticipate major growth or big impacts from an 15  "Can you expand on the public access for
16 economic standpoint. The requested withdrawal is 16 hunting/OHV and how the expansion of the drop zone
17 located at sufficient distances from popul ated areas 17 buffer will affect that?" [Question by David Wetherholt]
18 that there shouldn't be a disproportionate impact to low 18  I'mgoing to turn that over to YPG.
19 income or minority populations. 19 DANIEL STEWARD: Sure. So like | mentioned
20  Andsonow I'll hand it over to Angelicato 20 before, everything goes under our Integrated Natural
21 start the public comment and the Q and A for this part 21 Resource Management Plan and that's where we address
22 of the meeting. 22 thingslike recreation and public access.
23 ANGELICA ROSE: Thanks, Dani€l. 23 And YPG has a hunting program that's outlined
24 Sowe have now come to the question-and-answer 24 inour INRMP, and we would be revising our INRMP to open
25 section of the public meeting. While we do have a court 25 up thisarea as a hunting area similar to the other hunt
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recorder present who will do their best to capture your
comments, we ask that you also submit commentsin
writing if you want them to be included in the project
record and addressed in the LEIS.

So for this question-and-answer portion, if you
wish to call in, the phonelineis (571) 616-7941, and
the Meeting ID is 642 621 638#. Just be sure to mute
your computer speakers to avoid echos and feedback.

If you wish to ask a question or speak a
comment through Teams, use the Raise Hand tool if you're
online or hit *5 on your phone. When we call on you,
you would use * 6 to unmute.

We ask you to please introduce yourself before
stating your comment or question. And as mentioned
earlier, we will give each speaker atwo-minute time
limit. Andif you would use*5 to lower your hand after
you've asked your question, or click the Lower Hand
button if you're online.

And if you have follow-up questions during the
comment, please use the Chat feature or raise your hand
again. And you can also enter any questions or comments
in the Chat box.

And we also ask you to please be respectful and
courteous as we won't hesitate to drop callers for using
inappropriate language.

© 00N O WNP
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units that we have here on Y PG.

And so these hunting areas, folks have to
apply. We have an online registration system for
hunters where you can see what hunt units are open or
what hunt units are closed.

And the reason why we keep things under a
permit system like that is for range safety. Because as
we're using these ranges, when we have safety buffers or
surface safety zones, you know, we have to exclude those
areas or close them if it's not going to be safe to be
out there,

So we have really close coordination with our
range operations folks. They communicate to me and let
me know ahead of time if we think we're going to have a
closure, and we push those notifications out through our
online permitting system.

And so folks who get their permits, they'll get
those natifications, and they'll know if the areaiis
open or closed. And they also will be ableto check in
and check out of those areas so we know that the area
is-- if there's people occupying the area, or if it's
free and if nobody's out there so we can just ensure the
people are safe when they go out.

ANGELICA ROSE: Thank you. Hopefully that
answers.
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1  Arethere any other questions or comments? 1 | don't see any handsraised, but feel freeto
2 Anyone on the phone? 2 typein any more questions in the Chat or raise your
3  Fed freeto unmute. 3 handsin Teams, or on the phone using *5.
4 | don't see any hands raised. 4 I'mnot seeing any hands. | don't see anything
5 Fed freeto usethe Chat, aswell, if you have 5 new inthe Chat. | can givejust alittle bit longer in
6 any comments. 6 caseyou'retyping away your thoughts.
7  Okay. I'm not seeing any hands raised. 7  Okay. Well, we still have alittle bit. Soif
8 | do have another comment in the Chat, and it 8 you think of anything, feel freeto use the Chat or
9 says: 9 raiseyour hand. I'm going to moveto the next slide.
10 "Asthereisendangered speciesin that area, 10  Thank you for the questionswe got. We do
11 such as Sonoran Desert pronghorn, how does YPG ensure |11 appreciate hearing your thoughts and your participation
12 that those species do not wander into the drop zone or 12 isanimportant part of the decision-making process.
13 suffer from effects of the ordnance that is dropped?” 13  Aswemove forward with the analysis, the most
14 [Question by David Wetherholt] 14 effective comments are those that provide detailed
15 DANIEL STEWARD: Well, thereare pronghornthat |15 information to the agencies. To make the best use of
16 have been out there on that parcel before. It'sbeen a 16 your input, this slide presents some points that you can
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while since we had any move across the highway, but they
do periodically. I'm anticipating getting a call from
somebody seeing one on the range. As green as things
are, they really tend to move around alot.

It's actually really good habitat for pronghorn
over there. We are alittle concerned about pronghorn
getting hit on Highway 95 when they use that area. And,
actually, the drop zones, from what we've seen on our
firing ranges, on the Kofafiring range, pronghorn tend

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

consider when making a comment about the project.
Remember that the more clear, concise, and relevant to
the project your comments are, the more effective and
useful they will be.

Please know that opinions, while interesting,
do not add to the analysis. So rather than stating "I
don't like this" or even "This sounds great,” please try
to make a substantive comment focusing on specific
details you have concerns about.
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to respond really well to disturbed areas, like, alot

of ground disturbance, because they get alot of annual
vegetation. We've seen that in several of our impact
areas on the East Kofafiring range.

So | would actually think that some of our drop
zones, particularly the Robby/L a Posa drop zone area,
would probably be really good pronghorn habitat. And |
wouldn't want to discourage pronghorn from being there
because, you know, our use of that areafor our mission,
aswell as airdrops and as a safety buffer, is not
really going to impact that from a habitat standpoint.

Now, we do have to comply with Endangered
Species Act. The pronghorn is an experimental,
nonessential population. So, you know, we don't consult
on it in the same way aswhat we do if it were -- if it
didn't have that special designation, but we definitely
coordinate with folks on the wildlife refuge and the
ecological services on any of our actions that -- of
what they could have on pronghorn.

But that's a great question. | would --
personally, | would love to see pronghorn out there on
that property. | just don't know how to protect them
from the highway.

ANGELICA ROSE: Thanks, Danidl.

Any other questions or comments?
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Make sure you submit your comments within the
time frame announced, and this will ensure that all
comments can be documented for useinthe LEIS. For
comments to be addressed in the environmental analysis,
you can send them via e-mail to usarmy.ypg.imcom.mbx.
nepa@army.mil

And did anyone have any questions or comments?
Now isthe timeto raise your hand or put them in the
Chat before we wrap up here.

Remember, you can use *5 if you are on the
phone to raise your hand.

Okay. 1'm not seeing anything else comingin,
so next slide, please.

Can | get the next dlide? Thank you.

All right. If youwould like to view this
presentation again, it is posted on our project website.
And the project website can be found at https://ypg-
environmental .com/highway-95-land-withdrawal-leis/

Please don't hesitate to contact Daniel Steward
with the Y PG if you have any more questions or concerns.
Y ou can contact him viatelephone at (928) 328-2125 or
by e-mail at usarmy.ypg.imcom.mbx.nepa@army.mil

And, again, | would like to remind you that our
standard privacy statement is before including your
address, phone number, e-mail address or other personal
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1 identifying information in your comment, please be aware ; CERTI FI CATE OF CERTI FI ED REPCRTER
2 that your entire comment, including your personal o
3 identifying information, may be made publicly available 3 |, MCHELE E BALMER, Certified Reporter
4 atany time. Whileyou can request to Witth|dyOUI’ 4 No. 50489 for the State of Arizona, do hereby certify
5 personal identifying information from publicview _ 5 that the foregoing pages constitute a full, true and
6 review, we cannot guaranteethat it will not be 6 accurate transcript of the proceedings had in the above
7 disclosed. 7 matter, all done to the best of nmy skill and ability.
8  Yes, the website will have the e-mail, as well 8
9 asthis PowerPoint, which is on the webpage as well. 9 DATED this 9th day of April, 2024, at Yuma,
10  Any other questions/comments before we wrap up 10 Arizona.
11 or conclude? 11
12 All right. With that, that concludes our 12 o /{KW
13 meeting today. We will be having another meeting with |13 W ‘
14 the same presentation tomorrow from 5:00 until 7:00 p.m. |14 MOPECE B BALRER ™~
15 ArizonaTime or Pacific Standard Time. Soif youthink |15 AZ Certificale No. 50489
16 of any questions, feel free to join us tomorrow as well. 16
17  Thank you so much for attending and for your 17
18 participation in our analysis and decision-making 18
19 process. 19
20 DANIEL STEWARD: I'm going to hang on theline 20
21 herefor afew more minutesjust in case we get anybody 21
22 who dialed in late or give afew more minutes in case 22
23 anybody else comesin. 23
24 (A recesswastaken from 3:54 p.m. to 24
25 4:17 p.m.) 25
Page 38
1 DANIEL STEWARD. | think we can call it. Make
2 surethere's not somebody else on thelist here. It's
3 15 minutes after the hour.
4  All right. Well, yeah. Then tomorrow,
5 5:00 p.m., same place, same channel.
6  (The public comment concluded at 4:18 p.m.)
-
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(3:01 p.m)

ANGELI CA RCSE: So good afternoon. Thanks for
joining us today. M nane is Angelica Rose, and I'mthe
Pl anni ng and Environnental Coordi nator with the Bureau
of Land Managenent, Col orado River District Ofice, and
| will be noderating our neeting today.

| would like to welcone you all to the Yuma
Provi ng G ound, H ghway 95 Addition Wthdrawal, Draft
Legi sl ati ve Environnental |npact Statenent virtual
publ i c meeti ng.

We'll get started with the meeting in just a
mnute or two as we're giving people tine to cone in and
join us before we begin the presentation.

So pl ease keep your line nmnuted by using *6 to
nute the phone, or you can use the Mute button if you're
joining us via Teans. Cl osed captioning is avail able
t hrough the Teans platform Pl ease ask for assistance
if you need help finding that feature. And if anyone
needs technical support fromour team please use the
Chat, raise your hand in Teans, or hit *5 now on your
phone.

| would also like to nention that the
presentation is avail able on the project website for
those of you that are calling in or want to view | ater.

That website address is https://ypg-environnental.com

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
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hi ghway- 95-1 and-w t hdrawal - | ei s/

| also want to |l et you know that we are
recording this neeting and to i nformyou of our standard
privacy disclosure, which is, before you include your
addr ess, phone nunber, e-nmil address, or other personal
identifying information in your comrent, please be aware
that your entire comment, including your personal
i nformati on, may be made publicly avail able at any tine.
Whil e you can ask us in your coment to w thhold your
personal information from public review, we cannot
guarantee we will be able to do so.

Next slide, please.

All right. | would Ilike to go over a few of
our virtual neeting rules. And if you have any
questions or issues, please use the Chat box or press *5
on your phone.

If you're joining us online, we welcone your
questions and comments throughout the neeting by using
the Chat box. W have a team of specialists that w il
be working to address any online questions we get. It
may take us a mnute or two to provide a response, soO
pl ease be patient.

Duri ng the question-and-answer portion of the
meeting, we wll address any questions and be avail abl e

to hear your comments for those online or those that

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
928. 782. 7591
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have joined via tel ephone. At that tine, if you wish to
make a comment and have joi ned on your conputer, you can
click the Raise Hand tool in Teans. To raise your hand
on the conputer, click the Raise Hand tool on the bottom
of your screen. To |lower your hand, sinply click the
hand agai n.

Pl ease note that comments wll only be
acknow edged during the comment period after the
presentation. Throughout the neeting, participants'
phone lines and audio will be nmuted unless we call on

you after the presentation.

DAVI D WETHERHCOLT: | can't even -- | can't
adjust the volune at all. Oh.

ANGELI CA ROSE: After -- are we okay? Ckay.

After the presentation, we will open up the
nmeeting to hear your input. W wll limt each speaker

to about two mnutes to ensure that we have enough tine
for everyone that nay wish to conmment. W do want to
hear fromas many participants as possi ble, so please be

brief and know we may not be able to get to everyone

t oday.

The neeting will end today at 5:00 or earlier
if there aren't any nore questions. |f you' re not able
to speak today, we wll welcone your comments, witten

conmments through the project website or project e-nai

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
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address. W will provide that infornmation at the end of
t he presentati on.

And if you want your comrents entered into the
of ficial project record, they nust be submtted in
witing through the project website, via e-mail, or nail
to the addresses provided at the end of the
present ati on.

Next slide, please.

All right. Alittle overview for today's
nmeeting. The Departnent of the Arny, Yuma Proving
Ground, or YPG and the Bureau of Land Managenent, or
BLM have prepared a draft Legislative Environnental
| npact Statenent, or LEIS, for your review

The purpose of today's neeting is for the Arny
to solicit comments on the draft LEIS and to answer any
questions that you nay have about the proposal. W wll
have time to hear your questions and comments later in
the neeting during the question-and-answer portion.

And t he governnent would also Iike you to know
that nothing stated in today's neeting constitutes a
prom se and/ or an agreenent by any of the agenci es.

Next slide, please.

Here is our agenda. First, we're going to hear
froma coupl e special guests. Then we'll have a

presentation with speakers fromboth the BLM and t he

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
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Arny who will be presenting different aspects of the
project. The Arny will show us the area requested for
w thdrawal , and the BLMwi Il explain what a w t hdrawal
is and how that process worKks.

Next, the Arny will provide an overview of the
draft LEIS that has been prepared, show the schedul e
m | est ones, and share next steps in the process. Then
the Arny will provide an overview of their operations,
expl ain why they are requesting this area, and di scuss
several sections of the draft LEIS. These discussions
w Il include a presentation about alternatives anal yzed
and provide a sunmmary of the environnental inpacts
anal ysis that is discussed in the docunent.

Then we w Il have a questi on-and- answer
session. And if you have questions during the
presentation at any tine, please go ahead and type it
into the Chat, and our team of specialists will work to
answer it.

After presentations, we'll open the neeting to
hear your questions and comments about the project, and
we have representatives from both agencies avail able to
answer questions. W'I|l also let you know how to find
nore i nformati on about the project and how to submt
witten comments on the draft LEIS after the neeting.

If you run out of questions or conments, we may

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
928. 782. 7591






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

VI RTUAL PUBLI C COMMENT  03-26-2024

end the neeting early.

Next slide, please.

So fromthe Arny, we are joined by our Range
Operations Director today, and fromthe BLMwe w Il have
the Yunra Field O fice manager.

And so our first speaker | would like to
wel cone is Omar Silva, the Range Qperations Director for
Yuma Provi ng G ound.

OVAR SILVA: Hello, Angelica. Thank you.

Thank you for the introduction.

Hell o and wel conme. Thank you for joining us.
Unfortunately, Colonel Nelson had to travel today, so he
sends his regrets. And with that, he asked ne to
provi de the YPG wel come on his behalf. 1'11 get right
into it.

As nmentioned, ny nane is Omar Silva. | head
t he range operations and training division at Yuna
Proving Gound. dad to be here and | ook forward to the
di al ogue regarding the draft Legi sl ative Environnental
| npact Statenent for the H ghway 95 | and w t hdrawal .

You know, | was thinking about this
introduction. And, typically, the m ssion statenent and
the vision statenent of an organi zation are crafted and
publ i shed and then filed away, only referenced in

pamphl ets and websites later on. But | think this

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
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occasion is ideal to highlight them So | went and I
grabbed, and I1'd like to start off by reading them off.

Qur YPG m ssion statenent is as follows:
Quote, Execute world prem er, extrene natural
envi ronnent testing that supports the delivery of
capabilities to the Arny, Joint Service, and
| nternati onal Partner Warfighters, end quote. That's
our m ssion statenent.

Qur vision statenent is: Quote, d obal | eader
in extrenme natural environnents testing.

So | think that these statenents provide the
why we are here and, nore inportantly, the why YPGis
here. And so they provide, really, our duty of always
ensuring that we're ready to test nmaturing technol ogi es
and evolving capabilities that the Arny is pursuing,
and, specifically to today's topic, the air delivery
conponent of those capabilities.

So that's why we're seeking this | and
wthdrawal. W need additional safety buffer area to
safely test new systens and evol vi ng technol ogi es under
the mlitary air delivery capability portfolio.

(Audi o di sruption.)

OVAR SILVA: Sorry. Is there a question?

(No response.)

OVAR SILVA: Ckay. So, with that, the air
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delivery testing is an inportant aspect of our work here
at YPG The drop zones, instrunentation, and expertise
here are one of a kind. And our testing supports not
only the Arny, but also the Air Force, the Marine Corp,
Navy, NASA, as well as private industry and our allies.
This project wll enhance that mssion, and it's
pursuant to YPG s vision to continue being a gl obal

| eader in extrene natural environnment testing.

So with those thoughts in mnd, | would |ike
to, you know, welcone your input to the analysis of the
draft LEIS. Make sure we get this right and we do right
by why the Arny's here and why YPG is here and why we're
her e.

So wth that introduction, | would |ike to nove
over to introduce M. Ray Castro, the BLM Yuna Field
manager .

Ray, over to you.

RAY CASTRO Hello. Good afternoon, everyone.
Ray Castro, Field Manager for the Yuma Field Ofice.

| want to thank everyone for attending this
neeting. The BLM Yunma Field Ofice has worked cl osely
wth YPG staff over the various years over various |and
uses and i ssues and appreciates the Arny's dedication to
| and st ewar dshi p.

The BLM Bureau of Land Managenent, is a snall
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agency with a big mssion. W nanage and conserve

12 mllion acres of public land in Arizona. The BLM
pronotes multiple uses on public |ands consistent with
t he Federal Land Policy and Managenent Act, or FLPNA

Qur mssion is this: Through bal anced
managenent, we sustain the health, diversity, and
productivity of public |lands for the use and enjoynent
of this and future generations.

The BLM Yunma Field Ofice nmanages 1.2 mllion
acres of public land in southwestern Arizona and
sout heastern California. These |ands are depicted on
yellow in this map. As you can see, we have nunerous
private, state, and federal |and nei ghbors next to
public land. One, of course, is Yuma Proving G ound,
depi cted as pink, the horseshoe-shaped parcel on the
map.

For this neeting, BLM encourages you to
partici pate and submt coments on the anal ysis and the
draft LEIS.

Next, Daniel Steward wth YPG Environnent al
Sci ences will be providing a summary of the draft LEIS.

DANI EL STEWARD: Thanks, Ray.

So this map i s an overvi ew of the requested
w t hdrawal area. So the blue area in the center of the

map is the requested wthdrawal area, and the pink area
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is the existing YPG boundary. So the green area is the
Kofa National WIldlife Refuge, and light blue is State
of Arizona | ands, and the yellow area is the BLM managed
public | ands.

So the requested withdrawal area is |ocated
south of Quartzsite and north of Yuna al ong H ghway 95
on BLM nmanaged | ands.

Next sli de.

So here is a closer view where you can see
that, if it's approved by Congress, this would be
approxi mately 22,000 acres that would add to the
exi sting 830,000 acres for the YPG installation.

So H ghway 95 woul d be our easterly boundary on
the requested wthdrawal area, and it's | ocated between
Ml e Marker 74 and 91 al ong Hi ghway 95.

So the orange-hashed area, you see a couple
little boxes in there and -- in the orange hashmarks.

I n those areas, the State of Arizona owns the m neral
rights. So the subsurface in those parcels is not
included within this -- the subsurface is not included
in that withdrawal request for those 800 acres.

The white area is nonfederal |land, and it's not
affected by the requested w t hdrawal .

Now | will hand it over to Mke Quellett from

BLM to give us sone additional information about the
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w t hdr awal .

M KE QUELLETT: Thanks, Daniel.

Good evening, everyone. | wll discuss what is
a wthdrawal. A wthdrawal neans that, if approved, the
requested | ands would no | onger be subject to certain
| aws that nay allow a use or devel opnent that may
interfere wwth YPG s need for a parachute air delivery
safety buffer, and it would nean that the | ands woul d be
reserved by Congress for the Arny's use.

The BLM processes wthdrawal applications under
t he Federal Land Policy and Managenent Act. As Ray
nmentioned earlier, often referred to as FLPNA

Since the request is for a mlitary w t hdrawal
of nmore than 5,000 acres, the application wll also be
processed in accordance wth the 1958 Engle Act. Under
the Engle Act, only Congress can establish a mlitary
w t hdrawal for a withdrawal request greater than 5,000
acres.

And now back to Daniel who wll go over the
Arnmy's LEI'S process.

DANI EL STEVWARD: Thanks, M ke.

So the Arny has prepared a draft Legislative
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenment in conpliance with the
Nat i onal Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA. NEPA is a

procedural statute intended to ensure that federal
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agenci es consider the environnental inpacts of our
actions in the decision-nmaki ng process.

So NEPA has a specific provision that agency
reconmendati ons or reports on proposals for |egislation,
li ke this proposal to expand YPG it would include an
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent. So since Congress is
eventually going to be the decision-naker, this has to
be a Legislative Environnental |npact Statenent.

So this draft docunent describes the inpacts on
t he environnent of the requested withdrawal. It also
exam nes alternatives to the proposed action. And since
Congress nakes the decision, there would be no record of
deci sion, or ROD; but, rather, the final decision would
be incorporated into the National Defense Authorization
Act .

Next sl i de.

So the Arny is the | ead agency in preparing the
Legislative EI'S, and BLMis the cooperati ng agency.

And the public is being invited to comment on
this draft LEIS. And we encourage participation from
the Native Anerican tribes, federal, state, and | ocal
governnents, as well as nenbers of the public.

The LEI'S i ncludes an eval uation of the proposed
action that's our requested wthdrawal, as well as a few

alternati ves.
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Next sli de.

So a major part of our role in this w thdrawal
process was preparation of this LEIS. Back in
Sept enber/ Cct ober of 2022, we started this process by
publishing a notice of intent for preparing the LEIS,
and that started a public scoping period where we
gat hered i nformati on on what val ues that we needed to be
considering in this analysis, and we took the comments
into account as we prepared this draft LEl S

So the Arny published the notice of
avai lability for the draft LEIS on March 1st, and this
initiated a 45-day comment period, and that comment
period is going to run until April 15th. So this
conment period is an opportunity for folks to reviewthe
draft LEI'S and provide us coments. And substantive
comments will be reviewed and incorporated into the
final LElIS.

The final LEIS wIlIl ultimtely go into BLM s
case file, along wth the associated studies and reports
that woul d be eventually presented to Congress as part
of their decision-naking process.

Next sli de.

So this slide represents the LEIS process. And
we kind of colored in blue here sonme of the

opportunities for public participation. The first
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opportunity was back in Septenber of 2022. That was
when we had a 90-day public scoping period. And then --
and now you can see, here we are, with the little, red

"Here we are,"” fromour notice of availability of the
draft LElS.

And so we're going to take any conmments that we
receive in this draft and incorporate theminto the
final. The final LEIS and supporting records go to the
BLM case file and, eventually, go into a | egislative
package. We're anticipating sonetine in 2026.

Next sli de.

So NEPA requires that we consider a range of
alternatives. So the proposed action would w t hdraw
approxi mately 22,000 acres and reserve it for mlitary
pur poses for an indefinite period. So this would be
consistent with all the surroundi ng YPG | ands.

Then, Alternative 1 would w thdraw and reserve
these lands simlar to the proposed action but for a
defi ned period, sonething |like 25 years, so after which
the Arny would have to renew that wthdrawal if those
| ands were still needed.

And then we al so have a no action alternative.
And under the no action alternative, there would be no
additional withdrawal. And the reason for this no

action alternative is this allows the Arny to conpare
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all these alternatives to -- against an environnent al
basel i ne.

Now | "Il hand things over to Carlos to explain
what the proposed action does for YPGs air delivery
testing.

CARLCS ANAYA: Thank you, Daniel.

My nane is Carl os Anaya, Branch Chief for Air
Delivery here at YPG

The requested withdrawal is needed as a safety
buffer for air delivery testing on YPG  Hi gher
altitudes and offset distances fromthe targeted
| ocati on are needed for nore conplex testing scenari os
in order to test the full capabilities of the parachute
systenms. YPG already has the drop zones and
infrastructure in place within existing YPG boundari es.
But as we increase in altitude and gui dance capabilities
of parachutes, the surface safety zone increases in
Si ze.

The additional safety buffer will allow for an
increase in precision air delivery testing. It wll
al l ow higher altitude drops and | onger glide distances
for guided parachutes. It would all ow advanced testing
such as nultiple release |oads. Qur current airdrop
altitude capability is about 25,000 feet. But with this

additional |and space, it would be over 35,000 feet.
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Next sli de.

Thi s i nage represents the current capability.
Here is an exanple of how the safety buffer works for an
air delivery test. In this scenario, tw bundles are
dropped at the red dot. The guided parachute would
gui de each package to Designation 1 that is the green
dot, and Designation 2 that is the blue dot, which are
on the existing drop zones on YPG Gay areas represent
exi sting drop zones.

The surface safety zone is the blue aqua
outlined circle which represents the total area the
payl oad could drift to an event of a failure or
mal f uncti on.

The surface safety zone, or SSZ, is an
exclusion area wthin which the range control wll not
al | ow unaut hori zed people to enter. This SSZ nust
remain within YPG controlled airspace, shown by the dark
blue line, and | and space to ensure that people are not
in an area to be hit by a falling package.

Thi s scenari o represents droppi ng a package
from above 25,000 feet. The equi pmrent we are testing
have much greater capability for droppi ng higher or
havi ng | onger glide distances. However, we are limted
by the SSZ for how far or high we test.

Next sli de.
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Thi s i nage shows the proposed action in the
LEIS. Wth the additional safety buffer area provided
by the requested wi thdrawal, we can increase our
altitude and correspondi ng SSZ, represented here by the
| arger circle.

In this scenario, we're droppi ng an additi onal
load fromthe red dot that would glide to the |ight blue
dot. The big, light blue circle shows the potenti al
increase in SSZ. This would allow for increase in
precision air delivery testing and would all ow hi gher
altitude drops and | onger glide distances from gui ded
parachutes. It would also all ow advanced testing such
as nultiple rel ease | oads.

Qur current capability allows for drops from
about 25,000 feet. But with this additional |and space,
we coul d conduct drops from over 35,000 feet.

It is inmportant to note that the SSZ can nove
or shift based on the equi pnent being tested, direction
of flight, or even weather. All of this is taken into
account when planning a test because the SSZ nust renain
w thin YPG ai rspace and | ands under YPG control

The figure here is just one exanple of a test
scenario. Depending on the test, the SSZ could cover
ot her portions of the expanded safety buffer gai ned by

the w t hdrawal area.
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Back to M. Daniel Steward.

DANI EL STEWARD: Thanks, Carl os.

So as | stated earlier, NEPA requires that we
consider a range of alternatives, fromthe proposed
action, all the way through the no action.

So this proposed action is the | egislative
W t hdrawal of approximately 22,000 acres of | and. These
| ands woul d be reserved for mlitary purposes and the
Arny is proposing that the withdrawal be for an
indefinite period until there's no longer a mlitary
need for the land. This would match the current
w t hdrawal that we have here for YPG

Whil e these |l ands are reserved for mlitary
pur poses, there can be other uses so |long as they won't
interfere with our mssion. For exanple, sone public
use and tribal use would be all owed, follow ng our
access procedures to get on the range, as long as it
doesn't interfere with airdropping.

And certain BLM aut horized uses can al so be
al l oned, such as things |ike an underground fiberoptic
line, as long as it's not inconpatible with our m ssion.

And, of course, any future actions are subject
to appropriate anal ysis and coordi nati on and things such
as NEPA.

So BLM woul d still have the adm nistrati ve

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
928. 782. 7591






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

VI RTUAL PUBLI C COMMENT  03-26-2024 22

authority under the Federal Land Policy and Managenent
Act, or FLPMA, to authorize other uses on these |lands in
consultation with the Arnmy. And this is really

i nportant because there's a npjor utility corridor that
runs along H ghway 95 that BLM would still be -- have
managenent aut hority over.

Next sli de.

So other alternatives that were anal yzed
include Alternative 1, which would be a withdrawal for a
limted period such as 25 years. At the end of that
time, it would be subject to a possible term extension.

Now, under that alternative, future extensions
woul d require application by the Arny and congressi onal
approval. Wth the enduring nature of our test m ssion,
it's very likely that we woul d need extensions for any
wthdrawal. And this, of course, cones at a cost in
ternms of funding, |abor, and tine.

Under the -- then under the no action
alternative, there would no wthdrawal and the | and
woul d remai n under BLM managenent for public use. YPG
woul d continue testing at our current altitudes, but we
woul d not be able to enhance our testing under that
alternative.

Next sli de.

So a summary of our inpact analysis. So
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Chapter 3 of the LEIS provides the anal ysis of vari ous
envi ronnental elenents that we discussed in this
process. These include biological resources, cultural
resources, existing |and use, recreation and public
access, and soci oeconom c val ues and environnent al
justice.

So one thing to keep in mnd is the Arny abi des
by the sane | aws as BLM for resource protection such as
t he Endangered Species Act, National H storic
Preservati on Act, and NEPA. Under Arny nanagenent,
there's a few additional requirenents that would al so
apply such as the Sikes Act and Arny Regul ation 200-1
for environnental protection.

So YPG woul d manage t hese | ands in accordance
wth YPG specific managenent plans and standard
operati ng procedures. That would include, but not
limted to, YPG s Integrated Natural Resource NManagenent
Pl an, Integrated Culture Resources Managenent Plan. And
any future proposed actions to use these | ands woul d be
subj ect to future NEPA anal ysi s.

Next sl i de.

So the map we're showi ng here is an overvi ew of
our biological resources. And you can see here on this
map the vegetation comunities that are within the

requested wthdrawal area. It's dom nated by creosote,
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interm xed wth nesquite and ot her woodl ands. This is
the primary vegetation classification, which is shown in
pur pl e.

In the southwestern part of the w thdrawal
area, there are sone nountai nous upl ands m xed with palo
verde and cacti. The entire area is cut wth nunerous
washes that are really inportant features because they
support increased vegetation and, thus, a |lot nore
forage and a real good diversity of wildlife.

There are several special status species that
occur in and around the area, including Sonoran
pronghorns, Sonoran Desert tortoise, and Monarch
butterfly.

We al so consi dered speci es of greatest
conservation need. They're identified in the Arizona
Wl dlife and Conservation Strategy, and also mgratory
bi rds and BLM sensitive species. D scussion of all
these different species with potential to occur can be
found in Table 3-4 in the LEIS.

Since the area would be used primarily as a
safety buffer, there would be no significant inpacts to
bi ol ogi cal resources. There could be sone short-term
| ocalized inpacts if we have to go out and recover an
errant parachute | oad.

So the Arny woul d be responsi bl e for managenent
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of natural resources on these | ands under our |ntegrated
Nat ural Resource Managenent Pl an.

Next sl i de.

And we'll turn it over to Meg McDonald to
di scuss cultural resources.

MEG McDONALD: Hi. |I'm Meg McDonal d, the
Cul tural Resource Manager at YPG

And the cultural resources section of the LEI S
di scusses managenent of historic properties wthin the
requested w thdrawal area.

H storic properties are cultural resources that
are eligible for listing or listed on the Nati onal
Regi ster of Historic Places. However, the Arny al so
treats cultural resources that have not been eval uated
for NRHP eligibility as if they are eligible for
listing. If the request to withdrawal is enacted by
Congress, transfer of nanagenent of the w thdrawn | and
fromBLMto the Arny would have no potential to affect
hi storic properties.

Under the proposed action, the project area
woul d remain in federal ownership and all cultura
resources would be subject to the sane federal |aws and
requi rements, but the Arny would be responsible for
their protection and managenent. The Arny woul d nmanage

cultural resources in conpliance with federal | aws,
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regul ati ons, executive nenoranda and orders, and DOD
requi rements as outlined in our Integrated Cul tural
Resour ces Managenent Pl an.

Federally recogni zed tribes affiliated wth
this area are consulted with in accordance with DOD and
Arny -- Departnent of the Arny regul ati ons and
instructions regarding tribal consultation and
addi ti onal gui dance pronul gated by the Advi sory Counci
on Historic Preservation and the Arizona State Historic
Preservation O ficer.

If the request to withdrawal is enacted by
Congress, YPG would incorporate the project area wthin
YPG s current tribal access policy.

And next sli de.

DANI EL STEWARD: Thanks, Meg.

So for existing |land use, you can see on the
map on the left, there are six rights-of-ways on these
| ands. Sone are for roads and sone are for power |ines.
These are existing authorizations, and they would
continue to be in place.

Under the proposed action, future access woul d
be limted as it would require coordi nation through
YPG s range access procedures. It's inportant to note
that C bola Lake Road is an existing public road and

woul d continue to be accessi ble by the public.
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YPG woul d take appropriate precautions while
there's active SSZ's to ensure public safety for any
fol ks who nmay be traveling along that road, and it could
be things |like manned barricades to all ow people to pass
along the road when it's safe to do so.

The Parker-Blaisdell utility corridor is shown
on the map to the right. 1It's the eastern half mle of
the project area. And it would remain under nanagenent
by the BLM in coordination with the Arny.

There's no current mning activity, and there's
| ow potential for any m neral resources on these |ands.
There woul d be no significant inpacts because it's
subject to valid existing rights, and BLM woul d retain
that adm nistrative authority for the area and
coordinate with the Arny for any future type of
aut hori zati ons that happen out there.

Next sl i de.

So recreational opportunities are currently
available in the wthdrawal area as well as on the
surroundi ng BLM | ands. Existing recreational use is
mninmal in the area except for hunting. Under the
proposed action, if Congress approves the requested
w t hdrawal , the project area woul d be nmanaged under
YPG s I ntegrated Natural Resource Managenent Pl an.

Public use of YPG is prohibited unless
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expressly authorized. Recreational use would be
restricted because, as a safety buffer, that would
preclude nmost activity, including off-highway vehi cl es,
because it would interfere with our air delivery testing
schedul es.

There's not a | ot of people that use the area
except for crossing through on G bola Lake Road and for
hunting. C bola Lake Road is a county road, and it's
going to remain avail abl e.

And YPG woul d expand our current recreational
hunting permt systemto cover the w thdrawal area.
Publ i c access and uses of the |l and woul d be nmanaged in
accordance with applicable Arny regul ati ons and
pr ocedur es.

Casual use by the public would not be all owed
and access would only be granted to individuals who are
aut hori zed t hrough our range access procedures. And
because Ci bol a Lake Road would remai n open and hunti ng
woul d be aut hori zed, inpacts would be | ess than
significant.

Next sl i de.

So the LEI'S summari zes t he soci oecononic
characteristics of La Paz and Yuma Counti es and
representative conmunities within these counti es.

Three Native Anerican comunities | ocated near
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YPG are al so i ncluded, including the Col orado River
| ndi an Reservation, Fort Yuma |Indian Reservation, and
Cocopah | ndi an Reservati on.

Communi ti es on the periphery of YPG including
those exanmned in this section, are directly and
indirectly affected by economc factors related to the
YPG and its operations.

So if Congress enacts the requested w t hdrawal ,
testing of air delivery systems would be enhanced. This
i ncreased capability would keep YPG at the forefront of
mlitary testing and would provide for continued
soci oeconom ¢ benefits as YPG conti nues to provide jobs
and econom c stinmulation in the surroundi ng conmunities.

But because we are enhancing existing testing,
we don't anticipate major growh or big inpacts from an
econom ¢ standpoint. The requested withdrawal is
| ocated at sufficient distances from popul ated areas
that there shouldn't be a disproportionate inpact to | ow
i ncone or mnority popul ati ons.

And so now |I'Il hand it over to Angelica to
start the public coment and the Q and A for this part
of the neeting.

ANGELI CA ROSE: Thanks, Dani el.

So we have now cone to the question-and-answer

section of the public neeting. Wiile we do have a court
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recorder present who will do their best to capture your
comments, we ask that you also submt coments in
witing if you want themto be included in the project
record and addressed in the LEIS.

So for this question-and-answer portion, if you
wsh to call in, the phone line is (571) 616-7941, and
the Meeting IDis 642 621 638#. Just be sure to nute
your conputer speakers to avoid echos and feedback.

If you wish to ask a question or speak a
comment through Teanms, use the Raise Hand tool if you're
online or hit *5 on your phone. Wen we call on you,
you woul d use *6 to unnute.

We ask you to please introduce yourself before
stating your comment or question. And as nentioned
earlier, we will give each speaker a two-mnute tine
l[imt. And if you would use *5 to | ower your hand after
you' ve asked your question, or click the Lower Hand
button if you're online.

And if you have foll owup questions during the
comment, please use the Chat feature or rai se your hand
again. And you can al so enter any questions or comments
in the Chat box.

And we al so ask you to pl ease be respectful and
courteous as we won't hesitate to drop callers for using

I nappropri ate | anguage.

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
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And, renenber, any questions submtted during
the session are not considered an official public
comrent. All public comments should be submtted in
witing to the Arny through the contact information
provided at the end of this neeting.

Next .

So | guess now we will open it up and see if
anyone has any comments either on the phone or online.

| don't see any questions in the Chat.

And | don't see any hands rai sed.

But we'll give it a few m nutes.

| *' m not seeing any hands, but | have one
comment in the Chat.

So the question there is:

"Can you expand on the public access for
hunti ng/ OHV and how t he expansion of the drop zone
buffer will affect that?" [Question by David Wt herhol t]

I'mgoing to turn that over to YPG

DANI EL STEWARD: Sure. So like | nentioned
bef ore, everythi ng goes under our Integrated Natural
Resource Managenent Pl an and that's where we address
things |ike recreation and public access.

And YPG has a hunting programthat’'s outlined
in our INRWMP, and we woul d be revising our I NRMP to open

up this area as a hunting area simlar to the other hunt
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units that we have here on YPG

And so these hunting areas, fol ks have to
apply. W have an online registration system for
hunters where you can see what hunt units are open or
what hunt units are cl osed.

And t he reason why we keep things under a
permt systemlike that is for range safety. Because as
we're using these ranges, when we have safety buffers or
surface safety zones, you know, we have to exclude those
areas or close themif it's not going to be safe to be
out there.

So we have really close coordination with our
range operations folks. They comunicate to ne and | et
me know ahead of tine if we think we're going to have a
cl osure, and we push those notifications out through our
online permtting system

And so fol ks who get their permts, they' |l get
those notifications, and they'll know if the area is
open or closed. And they also wll be able to check in
and check out of those areas so we know that the area
is -- if there's people occupying the area, or if it's
free and if nobody's out there so we can just ensure the
peopl e are safe when they go out.

ANGELI CA RCSE: Thank you. Hopefully that

answers.
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Are there any ot her questions or conments?

Anyone on the phone?

Feel free to unnute.

| don't see any hands rai sed.

Feel free to use the Chat, as well, if you have
any comments.

Ckay. |'mnot seeing any hands raised.

| do have another comment in the Chat, and it
says:

"As there is endangered species in that area,
such as Sonoran Desert pronghorn, how does YPG ensure
t hat those species do not wander into the drop zone or
suffer fromeffects of the ordnance that is dropped?”

[ Question by David Wt herhol t]

DANI EL STEWARD: Wl |, there are pronghorn that
have been out there on that parcel before. |It's been a
whil e since we had any nove across the highway, but they
do periodically. I'"manticipating getting a call from
sonebody seei ng one on the range. As green as things
are, they really tend to nove around a | ot.

It's actually really good habitat for pronghorn
over there. W are a little concerned about pronghorn
getting hit on H ghway 95 when they use that area. And,
actually, the drop zones, from what we've seen on our

firing ranges, on the Kofa firing range, pronghorn tend

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
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to respond really well to disturbed areas, |like, a |ot
of ground di sturbance, because they get a | ot of annual
vegetation. W' ve seen that in several of our inpact
areas on the East Kofa firing range.

So I would actually think that sone of our drop
zones, particularly the Robby/La Posa drop zone area,
woul d probably be really good pronghorn habitat. And I
woul dn't want to di scourage pronghorn from being there
because, you know, our use of that area for our m ssion,
as well as airdrops and as a safety buffer, is not
really going to inpact that froma habitat standpoint.

Now, we do have to conply wth Endangered
Speci es Act. The pronghorn is an experinental,
nonessenti al popul ation. So, you know, we don't consult
on it in the sane way as what we do if it were -- if it
didn't have that special designation, but we definitely
coordinate with folks on the wildlife refuge and the
ecol ogi cal services on any of our actions that -- of

what they could have on pronghorn.

But that's a great question. | would --
personally, | would | ove to see pronghorn out there on
that property. | just don't know how to protect them

fromthe hi ghway.
ANGELI CA ROSE: Thanks, Dani el .

Any ot her questions or conmments?

ycr @unacourtreporters. com
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| don't see any hands raised, but feel free to
type in any nore questions in the Chat or raise your
hands in Teams, or on the phone using *5.

" mnot seeing any hands. | don't see anyt hing
newin the Chat. | can give just a little bit longer in
case you're typing away your thoughts.

Ckay. Well, we still have a little bit. So if
you think of anything, feel free to use the Chat or
rai se your hand. 1'mgoing to nove to the next slide.

Thank you for the questions we got. W do
appreci ate hearing your thoughts and your participation
Is an inportant part of the deci sion-naking process.

As we nove forward wth the anal ysis, the nost
effective comments are those that provide detail ed
information to the agencies. To nake the best use of
your input, this slide presents sone points that you can
consi der when nmaki ng a comment about the project.
Renmenber that the nore clear, concise, and relevant to
the project your comments are, the nore effective and
useful they wll be.

Pl ease know t hat opinions, while interesting,
do not add to the analysis. So rather than stating "I

don't like this" or even "This sounds great," please try
to make a substantive comment focusing on specific

details you have concerns about.
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Make sure you submt your comments within the
time frame announced, and this will ensure that al
comments can be docunented for use in the LEIS. For
comrents to be addressed in the environmental analysis,
you can send themvia e-mail to usarny.ypg.incom nbx.
nepa@r nmy. m |

And di d anyone have any questions or comments?
Now is the tinme to raise your hand or put themin the
Chat before we wap up here.

Renenber, you can use *5 if you are on the
phone to raise your hand.

Ckay. |I'mnot seeing anything else comng in,
so next slide, please.

Can | get the next slide? Thank you.

All right. If you would like to view this
presentation again, it is posted on our project website.
And the project website can be found at https://ypg-
envi ronnent al . cont hi ghway- 95-1 and-w t hdr awal - | ei s/

Pl ease don't hesitate to contact Daniel Steward
wth the YPGif you have any nobre questi ons or concerns.
You can contact himyvia tel ephone at (928) 328-2125 or
by e-mail at usarny.ypg.incom nbx. nepa@rny. m |

And, again, | would like to remi nd you that our
standard privacy statenent is before including your

addr ess, phone nunber, e-mail address or other personal
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identifying information in your comrent, please be aware
that your entire comment, including your personal
identifying information, nay be nade publicly avail able
at any time. Wile you can request to w thhold your
personal identifying information frompublic view --
review, we cannot guarantee that it wll not be

di scl osed.

Yes, the website wll have the e-mail, as well
as this PowerPoint, which is on the webpage as well.

Any ot her questions/coments before we wap up
or concl ude?

All right. Wth that, that concl udes our
meeting today. W will be having another neeting wth
the sane presentation tonorrow from5:00 until 7:00 p.m
Arizona Tinme or Pacific Standard Tine. So if you think
of any questions, feel free to join us tonorrow as well.

Thank you so much for attending and for your
participation in our analysis and deci si on- naki ng
process.

DANI EL STEWARD. |'mgoing to hang on the |ine
here for a few nore m nutes just in case we get anybody
who dialed in late or give a few nore m nutes in case
anybody el se cones in.

(A recess was taken from3:54 p.m to

4: 17 p.m)
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DANI EL STEWARD. | think we can call it. Mke
sure there's not sonebody else on the list here. It's
15 mnutes after the hour.

All right. Wll, yeah. Then tonorrow,

5:00 p.m, sane place, sane channel.

(The public coment concluded at 4:18 p.m)
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            1                                               (3:01 p.m.)



            2           ANGELICA ROSE:  So good afternoon.  Thanks for



            3  joining us today.  My name is Angelica Rose, and I'm the



            4  Planning and Environmental Coordinator with the Bureau



            5  of Land Management, Colorado River District Office, and



            6  I will be moderating our meeting today.



            7           I would like to welcome you all to the Yuma



            8  Proving Ground, Highway 95 Addition Withdrawal, Draft



            9  Legislative Environmental Impact Statement virtual



           10  public meeting.



           11           We'll get started with the meeting in just a



           12  minute or two as we're giving people time to come in and



           13  join us before we begin the presentation.



           14           So please keep your line muted by using *6 to



           15  mute the phone, or you can use the Mute button if you're



           16  joining us via Teams.  Closed captioning is available



           17  through the Teams platform.  Please ask for assistance



           18  if you need help finding that feature.  And if anyone



           19  needs technical support from our team, please use the



           20  Chat, raise your hand in Teams, or hit *5 now on your



           21  phone.



           22           I would also like to mention that the



           23  presentation is available on the project website for



           24  those of you that are calling in or want to view later.



           25  That website address is https://ypg-environmental.com/
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            1  highway-95-land-withdrawal-leis/



            2           I also want to let you know that we are



            3  recording this meeting and to inform you of our standard



            4  privacy disclosure, which is, before you include your



            5  address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal



            6  identifying information in your comment, please be aware



            7  that your entire comment, including your personal



            8  information, may be made publicly available at any time.



            9  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your



           10  personal information from public review, we cannot



           11  guarantee we will be able to do so.



           12           Next slide, please.



           13           All right.  I would like to go over a few of



           14  our virtual meeting rules.  And if you have any



           15  questions or issues, please use the Chat box or press *5



           16  on your phone.



           17           If you're joining us online, we welcome your



           18  questions and comments throughout the meeting by using



           19  the Chat box.  We have a team of specialists that will



           20  be working to address any online questions we get.  It



           21  may take us a minute or two to provide a response, so



           22  please be patient.



           23           During the question-and-answer portion of the



           24  meeting, we will address any questions and be available



           25  to hear your comments for those online or those that
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            1  have joined via telephone.  At that time, if you wish to



            2  make a comment and have joined on your computer, you can



            3  click the Raise Hand tool in Teams.  To raise your hand



            4  on the computer, click the Raise Hand tool on the bottom



            5  of your screen.  To lower your hand, simply click the



            6  hand again.



            7           Please note that comments will only be



            8  acknowledged during the comment period after the



            9  presentation.  Throughout the meeting, participants'



           10  phone lines and audio will be muted unless we call on



           11  you after the presentation.



           12           DAVID WETHERHOLT:  I can't even -- I can't



           13  adjust the volume at all.  Oh.



           14           ANGELICA ROSE:  After -- are we okay?  Okay.



           15           After the presentation, we will open up the



           16  meeting to hear your input.  We will limit each speaker



           17  to about two minutes to ensure that we have enough time



           18  for everyone that may wish to comment.  We do want to



           19  hear from as many participants as possible, so please be



           20  brief and know we may not be able to get to everyone



           21  today.



           22           The meeting will end today at 5:00 or earlier



           23  if there aren't any more questions.  If you're not able



           24  to speak today, we will welcome your comments, written



           25  comments through the project website or project e-mail
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            1  address.  We will provide that information at the end of



            2  the presentation.



            3           And if you want your comments entered into the



            4  official project record, they must be submitted in



            5  writing through the project website, via e-mail, or mail



            6  to the addresses provided at the end of the



            7  presentation.



            8           Next slide, please.



            9           All right.  A little overview for today's



           10  meeting.  The Department of the Army, Yuma Proving



           11  Ground, or YPG, and the Bureau of Land Management, or



           12  BLM, have prepared a draft Legislative Environmental



           13  Impact Statement, or LEIS, for your review.



           14           The purpose of today's meeting is for the Army



           15  to solicit comments on the draft LEIS and to answer any



           16  questions that you may have about the proposal.  We will



           17  have time to hear your questions and comments later in



           18  the meeting during the question-and-answer portion.



           19           And the government would also like you to know



           20  that nothing stated in today's meeting constitutes a



           21  promise and/or an agreement by any of the agencies.



           22           Next slide, please.



           23           Here is our agenda.  First, we're going to hear



           24  from a couple special guests.  Then we'll have a



           25  presentation with speakers from both the BLM and the
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            1  Army who will be presenting different aspects of the



            2  project.  The Army will show us the area requested for



            3  withdrawal, and the BLM will explain what a withdrawal



            4  is and how that process works.



            5           Next, the Army will provide an overview of the



            6  draft LEIS that has been prepared, show the schedule



            7  milestones, and share next steps in the process.  Then



            8  the Army will provide an overview of their operations,



            9  explain why they are requesting this area, and discuss



           10  several sections of the draft LEIS.  These discussions



           11  will include a presentation about alternatives analyzed



           12  and provide a summary of the environmental impacts



           13  analysis that is discussed in the document.



           14           Then we will have a question-and-answer



           15  session.  And if you have questions during the



           16  presentation at any time, please go ahead and type it



           17  into the Chat, and our team of specialists will work to



           18  answer it.



           19           After presentations, we'll open the meeting to



           20  hear your questions and comments about the project, and



           21  we have representatives from both agencies available to



           22  answer questions.  We'll also let you know how to find



           23  more information about the project and how to submit



           24  written comments on the draft LEIS after the meeting.



           25           If you run out of questions or comments, we may
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            1  end the meeting early.



            2           Next slide, please.



            3           So from the Army, we are joined by our Range



            4  Operations Director today, and from the BLM we will have



            5  the Yuma Field Office manager.



            6           And so our first speaker I would like to



            7  welcome is Omar Silva, the Range Operations Director for



            8  Yuma Proving Ground.



            9           OMAR SILVA:  Hello, Angelica.  Thank you.



           10  Thank you for the introduction.



           11           Hello and welcome.  Thank you for joining us.



           12  Unfortunately, Colonel Nelson had to travel today, so he



           13  sends his regrets.  And with that, he asked me to



           14  provide the YPG welcome on his behalf.  I'll get right



           15  into it.



           16           As mentioned, my name is Omar Silva.  I head



           17  the range operations and training division at Yuma



           18  Proving Ground.  Glad to be here and look forward to the



           19  dialogue regarding the draft Legislative Environmental



           20  Impact Statement for the Highway 95 land withdrawal.



           21           You know, I was thinking about this



           22  introduction.  And, typically, the mission statement and



           23  the vision statement of an organization are crafted and



           24  published and then filed away, only referenced in



           25  pamphlets and websites later on.  But I think this





                               ycr@yumacourtreporters.com

                                     928.782.7591

�



                           VIRTUAL PUBLIC COMMENT   03-26-2024

                                                                     10







            1  occasion is ideal to highlight them.  So I went and I



            2  grabbed, and I'd like to start off by reading them off.



            3           Our YPG mission statement is as follows:



            4  Quote, Execute world premier, extreme natural



            5  environment testing that supports the delivery of



            6  capabilities to the Army, Joint Service, and



            7  International Partner Warfighters, end quote.  That's



            8  our mission statement.



            9           Our vision statement is:  Quote, Global leader



           10  in extreme natural environments testing.



           11           So I think that these statements provide the



           12  why we are here and, more importantly, the why YPG is



           13  here.  And so they provide, really, our duty of always



           14  ensuring that we're ready to test maturing technologies



           15  and evolving capabilities that the Army is pursuing,



           16  and, specifically to today's topic, the air delivery



           17  component of those capabilities.



           18           So that's why we're seeking this land



           19  withdrawal.  We need additional safety buffer area to



           20  safely test new systems and evolving technologies under



           21  the military air delivery capability portfolio.



           22           (Audio disruption.)



           23           OMAR SILVA:  Sorry.  Is there a question?



           24           (No response.)



           25           OMAR SILVA:  Okay.  So, with that, the air
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            1  delivery testing is an important aspect of our work here



            2  at YPG.  The drop zones, instrumentation, and expertise



            3  here are one of a kind.  And our testing supports not



            4  only the Army, but also the Air Force, the Marine Corp,



            5  Navy, NASA, as well as private industry and our allies.



            6  This project will enhance that mission, and it's



            7  pursuant to YPG's vision to continue being a global



            8  leader in extreme natural environment testing.



            9           So with those thoughts in mind, I would like



           10  to, you know, welcome your input to the analysis of the



           11  draft LEIS.  Make sure we get this right and we do right



           12  by why the Army's here and why YPG is here and why we're



           13  here.



           14           So with that introduction, I would like to move



           15  over to introduce Mr. Ray Castro, the BLM Yuma Field



           16  manager.



           17           Ray, over to you.



           18           RAY CASTRO:  Hello.  Good afternoon, everyone.



           19  Ray Castro, Field Manager for the Yuma Field Office.



           20           I want to thank everyone for attending this



           21  meeting.  The BLM Yuma Field Office has worked closely



           22  with YPG staff over the various years over various land



           23  uses and issues and appreciates the Army's dedication to



           24  land stewardship.



           25           The BLM, Bureau of Land Management, is a small
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            1  agency with a big mission.  We manage and conserve



            2  12 million acres of public land in Arizona.  The BLM



            3  promotes multiple uses on public lands consistent with



            4  the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, or FLPMA.



            5           Our mission is this:  Through balanced



            6  management, we sustain the health, diversity, and



            7  productivity of public lands for the use and enjoyment



            8  of this and future generations.



            9           The BLM Yuma Field Office manages 1.2 million



           10  acres of public land in southwestern Arizona and



           11  southeastern California.  These lands are depicted on



           12  yellow in this map.  As you can see, we have numerous



           13  private, state, and federal land neighbors next to



           14  public land.  One, of course, is Yuma Proving Ground,



           15  depicted as pink, the horseshoe-shaped parcel on the



           16  map.



           17           For this meeting, BLM encourages you to



           18  participate and submit comments on the analysis and the



           19  draft LEIS.



           20           Next, Daniel Steward with YPG Environmental



           21  Sciences will be providing a summary of the draft LEIS.



           22           DANIEL STEWARD:  Thanks, Ray.



           23           So this map is an overview of the requested



           24  withdrawal area.  So the blue area in the center of the



           25  map is the requested withdrawal area, and the pink area
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            1  is the existing YPG boundary.  So the green area is the



            2  Kofa National Wildlife Refuge, and light blue is State



            3  of Arizona lands, and the yellow area is the BLM-managed



            4  public lands.



            5           So the requested withdrawal area is located



            6  south of Quartzsite and north of Yuma along Highway 95



            7  on BLM-managed lands.



            8           Next slide.



            9           So here is a closer view where you can see



           10  that, if it's approved by Congress, this would be



           11  approximately 22,000 acres that would add to the



           12  existing 830,000 acres for the YPG installation.



           13           So Highway 95 would be our easterly boundary on



           14  the requested withdrawal area, and it's located between



           15  Mile Marker 74 and 91 along Highway 95.



           16           So the orange-hashed area, you see a couple



           17  little boxes in there and -- in the orange hashmarks.



           18  In those areas, the State of Arizona owns the mineral



           19  rights.  So the subsurface in those parcels is not



           20  included within this -- the subsurface is not included



           21  in that withdrawal request for those 800 acres.



           22           The white area is nonfederal land, and it's not



           23  affected by the requested withdrawal.



           24           Now I will hand it over to Mike Ouellett from



           25  BLM to give us some additional information about the
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            1  withdrawal.



            2           MIKE OUELLETT:  Thanks, Daniel.



            3           Good evening, everyone.  I will discuss what is



            4  a withdrawal.  A withdrawal means that, if approved, the



            5  requested lands would no longer be subject to certain



            6  laws that may allow a use or development that may



            7  interfere with YPG's need for a parachute air delivery



            8  safety buffer, and it would mean that the lands would be



            9  reserved by Congress for the Army's use.



           10           The BLM processes withdrawal applications under



           11  the Federal Land Policy and Management Act.  As Ray



           12  mentioned earlier, often referred to as FLPMA.



           13           Since the request is for a military withdrawal



           14  of more than 5,000 acres, the application will also be



           15  processed in accordance with the 1958 Engle Act.  Under



           16  the Engle Act, only Congress can establish a military



           17  withdrawal for a withdrawal request greater than 5,000



           18  acres.



           19           And now back to Daniel who will go over the



           20  Army's LEIS process.



           21           DANIEL STEWARD:  Thanks, Mike.



           22           So the Army has prepared a draft Legislative



           23  Environmental Impact Statement in compliance with the



           24  National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA.  NEPA is a



           25  procedural statute intended to ensure that federal
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            1  agencies consider the environmental impacts of our



            2  actions in the decision-making process.



            3           So NEPA has a specific provision that agency



            4  recommendations or reports on proposals for legislation,



            5  like this proposal to expand YPG, it would include an



            6  Environmental Impact Statement.  So since Congress is



            7  eventually going to be the decision-maker, this has to



            8  be a Legislative Environmental Impact Statement.



            9           So this draft document describes the impacts on



           10  the environment of the requested withdrawal.  It also



           11  examines alternatives to the proposed action.  And since



           12  Congress makes the decision, there would be no record of



           13  decision, or ROD; but, rather, the final decision would



           14  be incorporated into the National Defense Authorization



           15  Act.



           16           Next slide.



           17           So the Army is the lead agency in preparing the



           18  Legislative EIS, and BLM is the cooperating agency.



           19           And the public is being invited to comment on



           20  this draft LEIS.  And we encourage participation from



           21  the Native American tribes, federal, state, and local



           22  governments, as well as members of the public.



           23           The LEIS includes an evaluation of the proposed



           24  action that's our requested withdrawal, as well as a few



           25  alternatives.
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            1           Next slide.



            2           So a major part of our role in this withdrawal



            3  process was preparation of this LEIS.  Back in



            4  September/October of 2022, we started this process by



            5  publishing a notice of intent for preparing the LEIS,



            6  and that started a public scoping period where we



            7  gathered information on what values that we needed to be



            8  considering in this analysis, and we took the comments



            9  into account as we prepared this draft LEIS.



           10           So the Army published the notice of



           11  availability for the draft LEIS on March 1st, and this



           12  initiated a 45-day comment period, and that comment



           13  period is going to run until April 15th.  So this



           14  comment period is an opportunity for folks to review the



           15  draft LEIS and provide us comments.  And substantive



           16  comments will be reviewed and incorporated into the



           17  final LEIS.



           18           The final LEIS will ultimately go into BLM's



           19  case file, along with the associated studies and reports



           20  that would be eventually presented to Congress as part



           21  of their decision-making process.



           22           Next slide.



           23           So this slide represents the LEIS process.  And



           24  we kind of colored in blue here some of the



           25  opportunities for public participation.  The first
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            1  opportunity was back in September of 2022.  That was



            2  when we had a 90-day public scoping period.  And then --



            3  and now you can see, here we are, with the little, red



            4  "Here we are," from our notice of availability of the



            5  draft LEIS.



            6           And so we're going to take any comments that we



            7  receive in this draft and incorporate them into the



            8  final.  The final LEIS and supporting records go to the



            9  BLM case file and, eventually, go into a legislative



           10  package.  We're anticipating sometime in 2026.



           11           Next slide.



           12           So NEPA requires that we consider a range of



           13  alternatives.  So the proposed action would withdraw



           14  approximately 22,000 acres and reserve it for military



           15  purposes for an indefinite period.  So this would be



           16  consistent with all the surrounding YPG lands.



           17           Then, Alternative 1 would withdraw and reserve



           18  these lands similar to the proposed action but for a



           19  defined period, something like 25 years, so after which



           20  the Army would have to renew that withdrawal if those



           21  lands were still needed.



           22           And then we also have a no action alternative.



           23  And under the no action alternative, there would be no



           24  additional withdrawal.  And the reason for this no



           25  action alternative is this allows the Army to compare
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            1  all these alternatives to -- against an environmental



            2  baseline.



            3           Now I'll hand things over to Carlos to explain



            4  what the proposed action does for YPG's air delivery



            5  testing.



            6           CARLOS ANAYA:  Thank you, Daniel.



            7           My name is Carlos Anaya, Branch Chief for Air



            8  Delivery here at YPG.



            9           The requested withdrawal is needed as a safety



           10  buffer for air delivery testing on YPG.  Higher



           11  altitudes and offset distances from the targeted



           12  location are needed for more complex testing scenarios



           13  in order to test the full capabilities of the parachute



           14  systems.  YPG already has the drop zones and



           15  infrastructure in place within existing YPG boundaries.



           16  But as we increase in altitude and guidance capabilities



           17  of parachutes, the surface safety zone increases in



           18  size.



           19           The additional safety buffer will allow for an



           20  increase in precision air delivery testing.  It will



           21  allow higher altitude drops and longer glide distances



           22  for guided parachutes.  It would allow advanced testing



           23  such as multiple release loads.  Our current airdrop



           24  altitude capability is about 25,000 feet.  But with this



           25  additional land space, it would be over 35,000 feet.
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            1           Next slide.



            2           This image represents the current capability.



            3  Here is an example of how the safety buffer works for an



            4  air delivery test.  In this scenario, two bundles are



            5  dropped at the red dot.  The guided parachute would



            6  guide each package to Designation 1 that is the green



            7  dot, and Designation 2 that is the blue dot, which are



            8  on the existing drop zones on YPG.  Gray areas represent



            9  existing drop zones.



           10           The surface safety zone is the blue aqua



           11  outlined circle which represents the total area the



           12  payload could drift to an event of a failure or



           13  malfunction.



           14           The surface safety zone, or SSZ, is an



           15  exclusion area within which the range control will not



           16  allow unauthorized people to enter.  This SSZ must



           17  remain within YPG controlled airspace, shown by the dark



           18  blue line, and land space to ensure that people are not



           19  in an area to be hit by a falling package.



           20           This scenario represents dropping a package



           21  from above 25,000 feet.  The equipment we are testing



           22  have much greater capability for dropping higher or



           23  having longer glide distances.  However, we are limited



           24  by the SSZ for how far or high we test.



           25           Next slide.
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            1           This image shows the proposed action in the



            2  LEIS.  With the additional safety buffer area provided



            3  by the requested withdrawal, we can increase our



            4  altitude and corresponding SSZ, represented here by the



            5  larger circle.



            6           In this scenario, we're dropping an additional



            7  load from the red dot that would glide to the light blue



            8  dot.  The big, light blue circle shows the potential



            9  increase in SSZ.  This would allow for increase in



           10  precision air delivery testing and would allow higher



           11  altitude drops and longer glide distances from guided



           12  parachutes.  It would also allow advanced testing such



           13  as multiple release loads.



           14           Our current capability allows for drops from



           15  about 25,000 feet.  But with this additional land space,



           16  we could conduct drops from over 35,000 feet.



           17           It is important to note that the SSZ can move



           18  or shift based on the equipment being tested, direction



           19  of flight, or even weather.  All of this is taken into



           20  account when planning a test because the SSZ must remain



           21  within YPG airspace and lands under YPG control.



           22           The figure here is just one example of a test



           23  scenario.  Depending on the test, the SSZ could cover



           24  other portions of the expanded safety buffer gained by



           25  the withdrawal area.
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            1           Back to Mr. Daniel Steward.



            2           DANIEL STEWARD:  Thanks, Carlos.



            3           So as I stated earlier, NEPA requires that we



            4  consider a range of alternatives, from the proposed



            5  action, all the way through the no action.



            6           So this proposed action is the legislative



            7  withdrawal of approximately 22,000 acres of land.  These



            8  lands would be reserved for military purposes and the



            9  Army is proposing that the withdrawal be for an



           10  indefinite period until there's no longer a military



           11  need for the land.  This would match the current



           12  withdrawal that we have here for YPG.



           13           While these lands are reserved for military



           14  purposes, there can be other uses so long as they won't



           15  interfere with our mission.  For example, some public



           16  use and tribal use would be allowed, following our



           17  access procedures to get on the range, as long as it



           18  doesn't interfere with airdropping.



           19           And certain BLM authorized uses can also be



           20  allowed, such as things like an underground fiberoptic



           21  line, as long as it's not incompatible with our mission.



           22           And, of course, any future actions are subject



           23  to appropriate analysis and coordination and things such



           24  as NEPA.



           25           So BLM would still have the administrative
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            1  authority under the Federal Land Policy and Management



            2  Act, or FLPMA, to authorize other uses on these lands in



            3  consultation with the Army.  And this is really



            4  important because there's a major utility corridor that



            5  runs along Highway 95 that BLM would still be -- have



            6  management authority over.



            7           Next slide.



            8           So other alternatives that were analyzed



            9  include Alternative 1, which would be a withdrawal for a



           10  limited period such as 25 years.  At the end of that



           11  time, it would be subject to a possible term extension.



           12           Now, under that alternative, future extensions



           13  would require application by the Army and congressional



           14  approval.  With the enduring nature of our test mission,



           15  it's very likely that we would need extensions for any



           16  withdrawal.  And this, of course, comes at a cost in



           17  terms of funding, labor, and time.



           18           Under the -- then under the no action



           19  alternative, there would no withdrawal and the land



           20  would remain under BLM management for public use.  YPG



           21  would continue testing at our current altitudes, but we



           22  would not be able to enhance our testing under that



           23  alternative.



           24           Next slide.



           25           So a summary of our impact analysis.  So
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            1  Chapter 3 of the LEIS provides the analysis of various



            2  environmental elements that we discussed in this



            3  process.  These include biological resources, cultural



            4  resources, existing land use, recreation and public



            5  access, and socioeconomic values and environmental



            6  justice.



            7           So one thing to keep in mind is the Army abides



            8  by the same laws as BLM for resource protection such as



            9  the Endangered Species Act, National Historic



           10  Preservation Act, and NEPA.  Under Army management,



           11  there's a few additional requirements that would also



           12  apply such as the Sikes Act and Army Regulation 200-1



           13  for environmental protection.



           14           So YPG would manage these lands in accordance



           15  with YPG specific management plans and standard



           16  operating procedures.  That would include, but not



           17  limited to, YPG's Integrated Natural Resource Management



           18  Plan, Integrated Culture Resources Management Plan.  And



           19  any future proposed actions to use these lands would be



           20  subject to future NEPA analysis.



           21           Next slide.



           22           So the map we're showing here is an overview of



           23  our biological resources.  And you can see here on this



           24  map the vegetation communities that are within the



           25  requested withdrawal area.  It's dominated by creosote,
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            1  intermixed with mesquite and other woodlands.  This is



            2  the primary vegetation classification, which is shown in



            3  purple.



            4           In the southwestern part of the withdrawal



            5  area, there are some mountainous uplands mixed with palo



            6  verde and cacti.  The entire area is cut with numerous



            7  washes that are really important features because they



            8  support increased vegetation and, thus, a lot more



            9  forage and a real good diversity of wildlife.



           10           There are several special status species that



           11  occur in and around the area, including Sonoran



           12  pronghorns, Sonoran Desert tortoise, and Monarch



           13  butterfly.



           14           We also considered species of greatest



           15  conservation need.  They're identified in the Arizona



           16  Wildlife and Conservation Strategy, and also migratory



           17  birds and BLM sensitive species.  Discussion of all



           18  these different species with potential to occur can be



           19  found in Table 3-4 in the LEIS.



           20           Since the area would be used primarily as a



           21  safety buffer, there would be no significant impacts to



           22  biological resources.  There could be some short-term



           23  localized impacts if we have to go out and recover an



           24  errant parachute load.



           25           So the Army would be responsible for management
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            1  of natural resources on these lands under our Integrated



            2  Natural Resource Management Plan.



            3           Next slide.



            4           And we'll turn it over to Meg McDonald to



            5  discuss cultural resources.



            6           MEG McDONALD:  Hi.  I'm Meg McDonald, the



            7  Cultural Resource Manager at YPG.



            8           And the cultural resources section of the LEIS



            9  discusses management of historic properties within the



           10  requested withdrawal area.



           11           Historic properties are cultural resources that



           12  are eligible for listing or listed on the National



           13  Register of Historic Places.  However, the Army also



           14  treats cultural resources that have not been evaluated



           15  for NRHP eligibility as if they are eligible for



           16  listing.  If the request to withdrawal is enacted by



           17  Congress, transfer of management of the withdrawn land



           18  from BLM to the Army would have no potential to affect



           19  historic properties.



           20           Under the proposed action, the project area



           21  would remain in federal ownership and all cultural



           22  resources would be subject to the same federal laws and



           23  requirements, but the Army would be responsible for



           24  their protection and management.  The Army would manage



           25  cultural resources in compliance with federal laws,
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            1  regulations, executive memoranda and orders, and DOD



            2  requirements as outlined in our Integrated Cultural



            3  Resources Management Plan.



            4           Federally recognized tribes affiliated with



            5  this area are consulted with in accordance with DOD and



            6  Army -- Department of the Army regulations and



            7  instructions regarding tribal consultation and



            8  additional guidance promulgated by the Advisory Council



            9  on Historic Preservation and the Arizona State Historic



           10  Preservation Officer.



           11           If the request to withdrawal is enacted by



           12  Congress, YPG would incorporate the project area within



           13  YPG's current tribal access policy.



           14           And next slide.



           15           DANIEL STEWARD:  Thanks, Meg.



           16           So for existing land use, you can see on the



           17  map on the left, there are six rights-of-ways on these



           18  lands.  Some are for roads and some are for power lines.



           19  These are existing authorizations, and they would



           20  continue to be in place.



           21           Under the proposed action, future access would



           22  be limited as it would require coordination through



           23  YPG's range access procedures.  It's important to note



           24  that Cibola Lake Road is an existing public road and



           25  would continue to be accessible by the public.
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            1           YPG would take appropriate precautions while



            2  there's active SSZ's to ensure public safety for any



            3  folks who may be traveling along that road, and it could



            4  be things like manned barricades to allow people to pass



            5  along the road when it's safe to do so.



            6           The Parker-Blaisdell utility corridor is shown



            7  on the map to the right.  It's the eastern half mile of



            8  the project area.  And it would remain under management



            9  by the BLM, in coordination with the Army.



           10           There's no current mining activity, and there's



           11  low potential for any mineral resources on these lands.



           12  There would be no significant impacts because it's



           13  subject to valid existing rights, and BLM would retain



           14  that administrative authority for the area and



           15  coordinate with the Army for any future type of



           16  authorizations that happen out there.



           17           Next slide.



           18           So recreational opportunities are currently



           19  available in the withdrawal area as well as on the



           20  surrounding BLM lands.  Existing recreational use is



           21  minimal in the area except for hunting.  Under the



           22  proposed action, if Congress approves the requested



           23  withdrawal, the project area would be managed under



           24  YPG's Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan.



           25           Public use of YPG is prohibited unless
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            1  expressly authorized.  Recreational use would be



            2  restricted because, as a safety buffer, that would



            3  preclude most activity, including off-highway vehicles,



            4  because it would interfere with our air delivery testing



            5  schedules.



            6           There's not a lot of people that use the area



            7  except for crossing through on Cibola Lake Road and for



            8  hunting.  Cibola Lake Road is a county road, and it's



            9  going to remain available.



           10           And YPG would expand our current recreational



           11  hunting permit system to cover the withdrawal area.



           12  Public access and uses of the land would be managed in



           13  accordance with applicable Army regulations and



           14  procedures.



           15           Casual use by the public would not be allowed



           16  and access would only be granted to individuals who are



           17  authorized through our range access procedures.  And



           18  because Cibola Lake Road would remain open and hunting



           19  would be authorized, impacts would be less than



           20  significant.



           21           Next slide.



           22           So the LEIS summarizes the socioeconomic



           23  characteristics of La Paz and Yuma Counties and



           24  representative communities within these counties.



           25           Three Native American communities located near
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            1  YPG are also included, including the Colorado River



            2  Indian Reservation, Fort Yuma Indian Reservation, and



            3  Cocopah Indian Reservation.



            4           Communities on the periphery of YPG, including



            5  those examined in this section, are directly and



            6  indirectly affected by economic factors related to the



            7  YPG and its operations.



            8           So if Congress enacts the requested withdrawal,



            9  testing of air delivery systems would be enhanced.  This



           10  increased capability would keep YPG at the forefront of



           11  military testing and would provide for continued



           12  socioeconomic benefits as YPG continues to provide jobs



           13  and economic stimulation in the surrounding communities.



           14           But because we are enhancing existing testing,



           15  we don't anticipate major growth or big impacts from an



           16  economic standpoint.  The requested withdrawal is



           17  located at sufficient distances from populated areas



           18  that there shouldn't be a disproportionate impact to low



           19  income or minority populations.



           20           And so now I'll hand it over to Angelica to



           21  start the public comment and the Q and A for this part



           22  of the meeting.



           23           ANGELICA ROSE:  Thanks, Daniel.



           24           So we have now come to the question-and-answer



           25  section of the public meeting.  While we do have a court
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            1  recorder present who will do their best to capture your



            2  comments, we ask that you also submit comments in



            3  writing if you want them to be included in the project



            4  record and addressed in the LEIS.



            5           So for this question-and-answer portion, if you



            6  wish to call in, the phone line is (571) 616-7941, and



            7  the Meeting ID is 642 621 638#.  Just be sure to mute



            8  your computer speakers to avoid echos and feedback.



            9           If you wish to ask a question or speak a



           10  comment through Teams, use the Raise Hand tool if you're



           11  online or hit *5 on your phone.  When we call on you,



           12  you would use *6 to unmute.



           13           We ask you to please introduce yourself before



           14  stating your comment or question.  And as mentioned



           15  earlier, we will give each speaker a two-minute time



           16  limit.  And if you would use *5 to lower your hand after



           17  you've asked your question, or click the Lower Hand



           18  button if you're online.



           19           And if you have follow-up questions during the



           20  comment, please use the Chat feature or raise your hand



           21  again.  And you can also enter any questions or comments



           22  in the Chat box.



           23           And we also ask you to please be respectful and



           24  courteous as we won't hesitate to drop callers for using



           25  inappropriate language.
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            1           And, remember, any questions submitted during



            2  the session are not considered an official public



            3  comment.  All public comments should be submitted in



            4  writing to the Army through the contact information



            5  provided at the end of this meeting.



            6           Next.



            7           So I guess now we will open it up and see if



            8  anyone has any comments either on the phone or online.



            9           I don't see any questions in the Chat.



           10           And I don't see any hands raised.



           11           But we'll give it a few minutes.



           12           I'm not seeing any hands, but I have one



           13  comment in the Chat.



           14           So the question there is:



           15           "Can you expand on the public access for



           16  hunting/OHV and how the expansion of the drop zone



           17  buffer will affect that?" [Question by David Wetherholt]



           18           I'm going to turn that over to YPG.



           19           DANIEL STEWARD:  Sure.  So like I mentioned



           20  before, everything goes under our Integrated Natural



           21  Resource Management Plan and that's where we address



           22  things like recreation and public access.



           23           And YPG has a hunting program that's outlined



           24  in our INRMP, and we would be revising our INRMP to open



           25  up this area as a hunting area similar to the other hunt
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            1  units that we have here on YPG.



            2           And so these hunting areas, folks have to



            3  apply.  We have an online registration system for



            4  hunters where you can see what hunt units are open or



            5  what hunt units are closed.



            6           And the reason why we keep things under a



            7  permit system like that is for range safety.  Because as



            8  we're using these ranges, when we have safety buffers or



            9  surface safety zones, you know, we have to exclude those



           10  areas or close them if it's not going to be safe to be



           11  out there.



           12           So we have really close coordination with our



           13  range operations folks.  They communicate to me and let



           14  me know ahead of time if we think we're going to have a



           15  closure, and we push those notifications out through our



           16  online permitting system.



           17           And so folks who get their permits, they'll get



           18  those notifications, and they'll know if the area is



           19  open or closed.  And they also will be able to check in



           20  and check out of those areas so we know that the area



           21  is -- if there's people occupying the area, or if it's



           22  free and if nobody's out there so we can just ensure the



           23  people are safe when they go out.



           24           ANGELICA ROSE:  Thank you.  Hopefully that



           25  answers.
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            1           Are there any other questions or comments?



            2           Anyone on the phone?



            3           Feel free to unmute.



            4           I don't see any hands raised.



            5           Feel free to use the Chat, as well, if you have



            6  any comments.



            7           Okay.  I'm not seeing any hands raised.



            8           I do have another comment in the Chat, and it



            9  says:



           10           "As there is endangered species in that area,



           11  such as Sonoran Desert pronghorn, how does YPG ensure



           12  that those species do not wander into the drop zone or



           13  suffer from effects of the ordnance that is dropped?"



           14  [Question by David Wetherholt]



           15           DANIEL STEWARD:  Well, there are pronghorn that



           16  have been out there on that parcel before.  It's been a



           17  while since we had any move across the highway, but they



           18  do periodically.  I'm anticipating getting a call from



           19  somebody seeing one on the range.  As green as things



           20  are, they really tend to move around a lot.



           21           It's actually really good habitat for pronghorn



           22  over there.  We are a little concerned about pronghorn



           23  getting hit on Highway 95 when they use that area.  And,



           24  actually, the drop zones, from what we've seen on our



           25  firing ranges, on the Kofa firing range, pronghorn tend
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            1  to respond really well to disturbed areas, like, a lot



            2  of ground disturbance, because they get a lot of annual



            3  vegetation.  We've seen that in several of our impact



            4  areas on the East Kofa firing range.



            5           So I would actually think that some of our drop



            6  zones, particularly the Robby/La Posa drop zone area,



            7  would probably be really good pronghorn habitat.  And I



            8  wouldn't want to discourage pronghorn from being there



            9  because, you know, our use of that area for our mission,



           10  as well as airdrops and as a safety buffer, is not



           11  really going to impact that from a habitat standpoint.



           12           Now, we do have to comply with Endangered



           13  Species Act.  The pronghorn is an experimental,



           14  nonessential population.  So, you know, we don't consult



           15  on it in the same way as what we do if it were -- if it



           16  didn't have that special designation, but we definitely



           17  coordinate with folks on the wildlife refuge and the



           18  ecological services on any of our actions that -- of



           19  what they could have on pronghorn.



           20           But that's a great question.  I would --



           21  personally, I would love to see pronghorn out there on



           22  that property.  I just don't know how to protect them



           23  from the highway.



           24           ANGELICA ROSE:  Thanks, Daniel.



           25           Any other questions or comments?
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            1           I don't see any hands raised, but feel free to



            2  type in any more questions in the Chat or raise your



            3  hands in Teams, or on the phone using *5.



            4           I'm not seeing any hands.  I don't see anything



            5  new in the Chat.  I can give just a little bit longer in



            6  case you're typing away your thoughts.



            7           Okay.  Well, we still have a little bit.  So if



            8  you think of anything, feel free to use the Chat or



            9  raise your hand.  I'm going to move to the next slide.



           10           Thank you for the questions we got.  We do



           11  appreciate hearing your thoughts and your participation



           12  is an important part of the decision-making process.



           13           As we move forward with the analysis, the most



           14  effective comments are those that provide detailed



           15  information to the agencies.  To make the best use of



           16  your input, this slide presents some points that you can



           17  consider when making a comment about the project.



           18  Remember that the more clear, concise, and relevant to



           19  the project your comments are, the more effective and



           20  useful they will be.



           21           Please know that opinions, while interesting,



           22  do not add to the analysis.  So rather than stating "I



           23  don't like this" or even "This sounds great," please try



           24  to make a substantive comment focusing on specific



           25  details you have concerns about.
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            1           Make sure you submit your comments within the



            2  time frame announced, and this will ensure that all



            3  comments can be documented for use in the LEIS.  For



            4  comments to be addressed in the environmental analysis,



            5  you can send them via e-mail to usarmy.ypg.imcom.mbx.



            6  nepa@army.mil



            7           And did anyone have any questions or comments?



            8  Now is the time to raise your hand or put them in the



            9  Chat before we wrap up here.



           10           Remember, you can use *5 if you are on the



           11  phone to raise your hand.



           12           Okay.  I'm not seeing anything else coming in,



           13  so next slide, please.



           14           Can I get the next slide?  Thank you.



           15           All right.  If you would like to view this



           16  presentation again, it is posted on our project website.



           17  And the project website can be found at https://ypg-



           18  environmental.com/highway-95-land-withdrawal-leis/



           19           Please don't hesitate to contact Daniel Steward



           20  with the YPG if you have any more questions or concerns.



           21  You can contact him via telephone at (928) 328-2125 or



           22  by e-mail at usarmy.ypg.imcom.mbx.nepa@army.mil



           23           And, again, I would like to remind you that our



           24  standard privacy statement is before including your



           25  address, phone number, e-mail address or other personal
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            1  identifying information in your comment, please be aware



            2  that your entire comment, including your personal



            3  identifying information, may be made publicly available



            4  at any time.  While you can request to withhold your



            5  personal identifying information from public view --



            6  review, we cannot guarantee that it will not be



            7  disclosed.



            8           Yes, the website will have the e-mail, as well



            9  as this PowerPoint, which is on the webpage as well.



           10           Any other questions/comments before we wrap up



           11  or conclude?



           12           All right.  With that, that concludes our



           13  meeting today.  We will be having another meeting with



           14  the same presentation tomorrow from 5:00 until 7:00 p.m.



           15  Arizona Time or Pacific Standard Time.  So if you think



           16  of any questions, feel free to join us tomorrow as well.



           17           Thank you so much for attending and for your



           18  participation in our analysis and decision-making



           19  process.



           20           DANIEL STEWARD:  I'm going to hang on the line



           21  here for a few more minutes just in case we get anybody



           22  who dialed in late or give a few more minutes in case



           23  anybody else comes in.



           24           (A recess was taken from 3:54 p.m. to



           25           4:17 p.m.)
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            1           DANIEL STEWARD.  I think we can call it.  Make



            2  sure there's not somebody else on the list here.  It's



            3  15 minutes after the hour.



            4           All right.  Well, yeah.  Then tomorrow,



            5  5:00 p.m., same place, same channel.



            6           (The public comment concluded at 4:18 p.m.)
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